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The International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) is a global association of individuals and organisations, that promotes equal access to appropriate education for all visually impaired

children and youth so that they may achieve their full potential.

The Challenge

• There are 161 million persons who live with a disabling visual impairment, of whom 37 million are blind and 124 million are persons with low vision (WHO),

• At least 6 million of them are pre-school and school age children,

• 80% live in developing countries,

• Less than 10% of these children are receiving education,

• The girl child with visual impairment receives less discriminated against,

· Almost none of the growing number of visually impaired children with additional disabilities receives any educational services.
Our Goals

1.To ensure access and full participation in education for all children with visual impairment and youth by 2015.

2.To promote and assist in building of local capacity to develop curriculum, to provide training and to identify and provide equipment and materials to children and youth with visual impairments and their parents, teachers and others in their

communities.

3.To collaborate with and make use of networks to ensure that substantially more children with visual impairment and youth receive quality and comprehensive education.

4.To ensure that ICEVI initiatives are based upon current evidence of best practice.

5.To provide information on ICEVI and its services through all to all target groups. 

6.To build an appropriate and sustainable organizational structure for ICEVI, to include the required financial base.

What is ICEVI?

ICEVI is a professional non-governmental organisation that welcomes any group or person who wishes to support its aims. It was formed in 1952 and has met as an international group once in every five years. It now has subscribing individual and corporate members in over 80 countries. Its publication, The Educator, is mailed to 2,500 readers in 155 countries. ICEVI is recognised by the United Nations Economic and Social

Council, by UNICEF and by UNESCO and works with WHO.

ICEVI’s Role

ICEVI does not offer direct services itself. Its Officers and Regional Chairpersons, who are the main contact points for much of its work, undertake a range of promotional activities: 

• Working with governments, nongovernmental organisations and international bodies to improve special  needs education.

• Providing a wide range of information.

• Offering expert advice and linking members with leading world practitioners.

• Organising training courses, seminars and conferences.

· Supporting the global program for the prevention of blindness.
ICEVI’s Mission

ICEVI exists to promote educational opportunities for children and adults with visual impairment throughout the world. This means people who are totally blind or who have low vision, including those with additional

disabilities.

Our Values

• We believe that all children and youth with visual impairment have basic human rights.

• They are entitled to a full range of educational services and to be included in the educational programmes of their communities.

• They should receive pre-school support.

• Their teachers and other professionals supporting them should be properly trained.

• Their parents and other family members should be encouraged to support their education.

• Appropriate educational materials and methods should be available to meet each child’s needs.

· Educational programmes should be of a high standard and conform to best practices. 
· The children should be able to live in an environment free of barriers, social stigmas, and stereotypes,
and to lead a productive life according to their aspirations and capabilities.

ICEVI Europe

ICEVI Europe is one of seven ICEVI subregions worldwide. It has its own articles of association.

The management board consists of a chairman, a past chairman and a representative from each of the

European subregions:

• Baltic and Nordic countries

• English-speaking countries

• French-speaking countries

• Southern European countries

• German and Dutch-speaking countries

• Central European countries

• Eastern European countries

· Balkan countries
The management board can also appoint one or more advisers. Each country has its own contact person, who keeps the relevant member of the board informed about national developments. Members of the management board and national contact persons are appointed at a European conference held every four years.

For further information see

www.icevi-europe.org
Mr. Hans Welling, chairman
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. Participation

. Introduction

Worldwide there are 161 million people with a severe visual impairment, over 13,5 million of whom live in Europe. For them, even doing ordinary things can be quite difficult. 

How do you find your toys if you can’t see very well? How do you explore your neighbourhood or learn the way to school? How do you travel alone or use a computer or play sports? Will there be a job for you? Are you able to live independently? And what happens when you get older? A visual impairment raises all kinds of questions for anyone who is blind or partially sighted – as well as for their parents, teachers and employers. At all stages of life, you are presented with new, everyday things that you want or need to master to actively participate in the world around you.

Success is by no means automatic. Opportunities for a good education and rehabilitation vary from country to country. Not everyone you have to deal with knows how your impairment affects you. But everyone with a visual impairment tries in their own way to live, learn and work as independently as possible.

ICEVI Europe aims to help blind and visually impaired people achieve their desire to participate as full members of society. It does so by sharing and disseminating information and knowledge about education

and rehabilitation, in collaboration with national and international institutions and academics.

. Development

It comes as a shock to parents to discover that their child is blind or visually impaired, especially when the child also has poor hearing or a physical or intellectual disability. Their response is often sorrow and uncertainty about the future.

It can leave them with all kinds of questions. Will it hinder the child’s development? How will the child get on socially and emotionally? What practical obstacles will the child come up against? Learning to move and orient yourself, getting dressed, playing with friends – these are all easier when you have normal vision. The world can seem confusing and even threatening to people who are blind or have poor sight. Low vision often means weaker communication skills, problems getting along socially and restrictions on the capacity to function independently.

Detecting the impairment as early as possible and starting an early intervention programme has a

beneficial effect on visual development. The greatest progress is achieved during the first years of life, with the first few months being especially important. Visual stimulation, for example, enables the child to make the most of whatever visual capacity he or she still has. The other senses can be more successfully developed when children are young, so it is important to start training their touch and hearing from an early age too. If a child suddenly becomes blind or their sight rapidly deteriorates due to a progressive disorder, the child and the parents can find it very hard to come to terms with. It can leave them emotionally distraught and both child andparents need help to work their way through it, quite apart from the need for a visual rehabilitation programme.

When the child reaches adolescence, other factors also come into play. Adolescents sometimes deny their impairment because they don’t want to be different. They feel inferior because they don’t see themselves as measuring up to their normally sighted peers. This kind of attitude puts them in a difficult position. They can be given social-emotional skills training to enable them to show that they are partially sighted and to dare to ask for help when they need it. 

Visual observation influences a child’s development from birth. Visual acuity (sharpness of vision) gradually increases, with the biggest leaps made soon after birth.

A child of six months with no visual impairment can easily localise and fixate on an object, and has a good overview within their field of vision. Most children achieve full visual acuity by the time they are three. The visual development of children with a congenital visual impairment is slower and incomplete, but takes place in the same order. How much this affects the child’s general development depends on how serious the impairment is, on the child’s potential and on the family.

ICEVI Europe: : Children’s development must be stimulated so that they are later able to take their place as full participants in society. They and their parents and carers deserve practical, emotional and educational

support.

. Learning and living

Choosing a primary school is an important step for children and parents, even more so when a child has an impairment. Which school will be best for the child? Some European countries have special educational facilities for blind and visually impaired children. In many other countries the children are more likely to be in

mainstream education, where they have every chance of a successful school career if the right aids are available and the children, parents and educational environment are given proper support. Some of the changes needed in schools can be very simple, like writing twice as big on the board. And with aids like big print books, spoken text books and special computers and software, or by learning braille, children with reduced vision often do well in mainstream education.

One of the options for a child with multiple impairments is special education, either while living at home or in supervised accommodation. Parents have to consider whether their child will be happier living at home or in a group setting with other multiply impaired children. And is there a place like this available, where the child knows he or she is safe and secure and has good emotional and professional support?

The problem of choosing a school arises again at secondary level, where the choice is between special, general and vocational education. The trend in Europe is for blind and visually impaired children to be integrated as far as possible into mainstream education. This increases their chances of finding a job following their education and making a real contribution to society.

ICEVI Europe: Every child with an impairment – like every other child – has a right to education. If required, parents should be supported in choosing the right school for their child.

. Work

People often feel most fully engaged in society when they are participating in the labour market. This applies equally to blind and visually impaired school leavers and to adults who have become blind or partially sighted later in life through illness or accident. Their impairment may seriously limit what they can do, but with the right training and support there is a place for them in the labour market too. They can learn to activate their potential and use it to the full, learn the route to work and the geography of the workplace, and become

familiar with the communication skills needed to work effectively together with other people. Barriers

in their work environment can be minimised or removed and employers can be advised on how to create the right conditions. In some European countries, the workplace is adapted – layout, lighting, computer, software etc. In virtually any profession, people with a visual impairment can return to work if they are given an effective (work) rehabilitation programme. For some, this will be aiming too high, but there are other jobs available and even special workshops.

ICEVI Europe: Education and rehabilitation must transition effortlessly into finding a job.

. Every day life

All over Europe the population is ageing and the problems experienced by this growing group of older people are becoming more apparent. One of these problems is deteriorating sight. Activities which once posed no problem suddenly become more difficult. Reading a newspaper or playing cards takes a real effort or is altogether impossible. The same goes for housework, walking and travelling. As blind and partially sighted people begin to feel more unsteady on their feet and clumsy, they tend to get less exercise and stay at home more and more. There is less contact with family and friends and many experience social isolation.

Day centre activities outside the home can help to break down their isolation and give them more enjoyment

in life. Sometimes living in supervised accommodation on a temporary or permanent basis is a better alternative. Poor eyesight is often regarded as a normal part of getting older, but early diagnosis and action can help the elderly to lead a longer, more active and independent life.

ICEVI Europe: The rehabilitation skills we have in our European centres for the blind and visually impaired must be made available to the outside world to help find solutions to the problems of an ageing population.

. Trends

The government is loosening the reins and responsibility is shifting. In Europe, the trend is towards a society which favours participation and invites citizens to become involved and assert themselves. This invitation extends to everyone, but not everyone is able to respond. This includes people with visual, auditory, physical or intellectual impairments.

We are seeing an increase in the number of children with multiple impairments and the complex problems this brings with it. This trend sets different challenges for professionals. Learning resources need to be adapted and training methods updated.

All over Europe the population is ageing. One of the consequences of this is an increase in low vision, partly caused by diabetes. However, European children are also being diagnosed more often with type 2 diabetes caused by obesity, which can lead to a deterioration in their sight at an early age.
ICEVI Europe stands for social inclusion: a society in which everyone takes part, including those with an impairment. This shift from a care-oriented to a participatory society calls for a different approach to people with an impairment. They are no longer objects of care on the edge of society, but integral members in the midst of it. This change calls for a different kind of support, one that enables them to organise their own lives and take advantage of adapted education, training and rehabilitation methods. Being able to seize the opportunities this change presents depends on extensive cooperation between all the European countries. ICEVI Europe is committed to intensifying this cooperation and sharing, disseminating and deepening our knowledge and experience so that people with an impairment really can participate as full citizens in the Europe of the future.

. International campaigns

Preventing avoidable blindness is a focus of campaigns worldwide. 90% of all blind people live in developing countries. More than 80% of their impairments can be treated or prevented cheaply and efficiently. Avoidable blindness and low vision even occur in rich countries like the Netherlands, with its excellent health care system. These problems can be treated or prevented in 50% of people with a visual impairment by diagnosing and treating diabetes in good time, for example, and by screening people with an intellectual disability for low vision. VISION 2020 has produced a response to this situation with its global campaign ‘The

Right to Sight’, which is based on the simple idea that everyone on earth has a right to good sight. Another global campaign is the Education for All Children with Visual Impairment (EFA-VI) initiative, which promotes the idea that all girls and boys with blindness and low vision should have access to good, free primary education by 2015. The campaign will focus on children in the developing world where currently it is  estimated

that less than 10% have access to education. EFA-VI is a program of ICEVI acting in partnership with the World Blind Union. The Campaign will work within the framework of the general and special education  system of countries and will initially focus attention on awareness and demand creation of education for children with visual impairment. Provision of appropriate support in educational settings and creation of alternative settings to reach out to the un-reached will be key aspects of the campaign.

Capacity building of teachers and others, development of literature, production of assistive devices and operational research will be developed through the “centres of excellence” that the campaign will identify and develop. International funding organisations, intergovernmental organisations, corporations and foundations will be partners in this global effort to create educational equity for all children with visual impairment.
ICEVI Europe Europe contributes to Vision 2020 and EFA-VI in a number of ways. Many of our national organisations cooperate with college organisations in Europe and in developing countries to realise the goals

of these international.


