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Herewith I present the annual report 2012 of ICEVI-Europe. 
2012 has been a year in which in many ways attention has been paid to the exchange of new scientific views and sharing best practice.
ICEVI-Europe has been involved with that in many ways.

In the report year the Board mainly looked ahead to the 8th ICEVI-European Conference in 2013.

The Board hopes that this conference pre-eminently will offer the opportunity to meet colleagues from throughout Europe, in order to come together to exchange knowledge and experience.
This is also one of the reasons that the Board has chosen to use the International Classification of Functioning, Health and Disability (ICF) as the basis for this conference. The Board hopes that many of you will have the opportunity to attend our conference.

The Board also hopes that you will read this annual report with interest and that it will encourage you to cooperate with colleagues in and beyond Europe. We would be happy to hear your remarks and suggestions.
The board would like to thank all who have contributed to ICEVI activities in 2012 and we hope you will all participate in 2013.

This report is approved at the General Meeting, conforming to art.17 of the Articles of Association, on 5 July 2013 in Istanbul, Turkey.  

Huizen, the Netherlands, 5 July 2013  

On behalf of the Board,

Hans Welling
Chairman

www.icevi-europe.org
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Report from the board
Report from the Board
In this report you will read that several conferences and workshops have taken place in 2012. 

In May the celebration of the 140th anniversary of the Stradumuiza Residential School in Riga, Latvia, was visited by the chairman.

27-29 June 2012 the 6th ICEVI Balkan Conference took place in Cluj Napoca (Romania) with the title: New Developments in Educational Policies, Research and Practices in Visual Impairment.

30 July - 3 August 2012 the 35th Congress of the Association of Pedagogy for the Blind and Partially Sighted  (VBS) took place in Chemnitz (Germany).

30 September 2012 the 1st International Conference: Education and Rehabilitation of Ageing People: Research, Experience and Prospects took place in Zagreb (Croatia).

In October GPEAA Groupement de Professeurs et Educateurs d'Aveugles et d'Amblyopes had their training days in Nantes, France.

Finally the General Assembly of ICEVI World took place in Bangkok, Thailand.

This is only a limited selection of all activities in the report year which were aimed at education and rehabilitation of people with visual impairment.

One of the objectives of ICEVI is to share and exchange knowledge and experience in the field of education and rehabilitation.

Three  issues of the newsletter were published in 2012 and important information could also be read on the website of ICEVI-Europe www.icevi-europe.org .
As mentioned before, the European ICEVI Conference will offer pre-eminently the opportunity to meet colleagues from throughout Europe in order to exchange knowledge and experience.
This is also one of the reasons why the Board has chosen to use the International Classification of Functioning, Health and Disability (ICF) as the basis for this conference.

3
ICEVI-Europe activities in 2012
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Report from the Baltic and Nordic countries by Peter Rodney

Report to ICEVI on general activities
Meeting of Psychologists, a subgroup of ICEVI-Europe

The 4th conference was held in Heidelberg on 29-30 of March 2012.

70 participants from 21 European countries. 

We had 3 keynote speakers, one from The United States.

Read more: http://www.synsraad.dk/psychology 

Report to ICEVI from Estonia

In Estonia, the main attention was paid to counselling and teacher training in the field of blindness and low vision (BVI). The second-level counselling of mainstream teachers, educators etc in BVI was continued in the framework of national counselling programme. 

Several courses in the field of BVI were organized by the initiative of special schools for the children with visual impairment. At Tartu Emajõe School the following courses were carried out in 2012:

· O&M courses, 36 hours - 11.-20.06.2012, 3 instructors, 6 participants

It was a theoretical and practical course; as a part of it, the participants designed tactile maps. There is an idea to compile a database of tactile maps available for teachers of BVI from the school web-page.   

· Courses on methods of teaching Braille, 8 hours – 23.10-25.10.2012, 2 instructors, 6 participants

· General courses on BVI. 7 h – 11.09 – 25.09.2012; 4 instructors, 7 participants

· Bilateral cooperation with Jyväskylä School: 5 MDVI teachers from Tartu Emajõe School participated in further training courses at Jyvaskyla School from 23.10 to 26.10.2012.

Estonian rehabilitation institutions specialized in rehabilitation of clients with blindness and low-vision, Tartu Emajõe School and NGO Rehabilitation Center of Visually Impaired and Support Center of Deaf-Blind, initiated a project on developing rehabilitation services for BVI. The main activities of the project are: to describe the services for BVI available at the moment, map the need for the services; specify the content of the services necessary for BVI clients, describe the requirements for specialists working in the field of rehabilitation of BVI. 


Report to ICEVI from Finland 

THE JYVÄSKYLÄ SCHOOL FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED -> NEW CENTRE: ONERVA - A CENTRE FOR LEARNING AND CONSULTING

· Mr. Antero Perttunen; Low vision therapist, braille instructor; Teacher of the visually impaired

· Mrs. Tarja Hännikäinen, Councelling Teacher; Teacher of the visually impaired

The Jyväskylä school for the visually impaired celebrated its 40 years of existence in September 2012. This event was at the same time the closing ceremony of an era, as from the beginning of January 2013 the school will no longer function as a separate unit but as part of Onerva centre for learning and consulting.

Excerpt from the speech delivered by Raija Väisänen, principal, at the event on 28th September 2012. 

The Jyväskylä school for the visually impaired has a long tradition in the teaching and rehabilitation of visually impaired children and youth. It has always had a skillful, competent and motivated personnel. Expertise and development have been consistently enhanced. We wish to be a national and international learning and consulting centre with extensive expertise. This matter has to be seen to also in the future. Expertise is nurtured and developed by skillful people. We have not acted alone in this development. Through time we have been surrounded by stable and flexible collaborators and networks. This has helped make our work meaningful and we have shared a common will in securing the education of visually impaired pupils. Together we have more special skills than we would by working alone. Our future is in networks. We continue to need you, our national and international networks. I challenge you members of the various networks and dear friends to participate in extensive, interactive and multiprofessional work in order to support the learning and rehabilitation of visually impaired pupils.

Onerva – Centre for Learning and Consulting

Haukkaranta school (originally for the hearing impaired) and the Jyväskylä School for the visually impaired have been united to be a national centre for learning and consulting including a versatile special school.

The Onerva centre for learning and consulting provides support services for learning and education, such as training for adults, courses for children and visits to schools and daycare centres. The clientele are first and foremost municipal educational authorities.

The principal aim is to look together with the clients for solutions concerning learning and related rehabilitation. The forerunners of Onerva centre for learning and consulting – the Jyväskylä school for the visually impaired and Haukkaranta school – have special expertise and experience on support issues concerning sight, hearing and communication, autism and MDVI. As this expertise is now combined, Onerva is able to provide its clients with more extensive services. Onerva Mäki School operates as a state-owned special education school in connection with Onerva Centre for Learning and Consulting. At Onerva, teaching is combined with rehabilitation and guidance that support learning to form a seamless whole. The guiding principle in all school activities is rehabilitative everyday life. The residential home is thus also a learning environment. 

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION WORKING? Research, Jyväskylä, Finland

Mr. Juha Lahti, vice principal; Mrs. Marja Lehmuskoski, Low vision therapist by Onerva – Centre for Learning and Consulting

Jyväskylä School for the Visually Impaired (Onerva – Centre for Learning and Consulting since 1.1.2013) wished to find out how our clients – pupils, parents/guardians and personnel in local schools – feel about the quality and effects of support services at the present time. Has it been sufficient and has it been administered correctly? A research instrument was designed jointly with the assessment centre of education at Helsinki University. During the academic year 2012, 269 questionnaires concerning counselling visits were sent to local schools and the pupils’ homes. The schools and homes of pupils who had attended support courses were sent 214 questionnaires. The number of answers varied between 30 and 50 %. The number of answers from the schools were slightly higher than those from the pupils’ homes. The activity and interest towards the project were very encouraging.

Counselling visits to schools as evaluated by the client

We wished to find out if making contact with the local school and the visit itself were appropriate, whether the timing was right and the person with who the contact was made. During a counselling visit the questions focused on the preparations made by the counselling teacher, on finding out and reacting to the essential modes of support (i.e. pedagogical support, issues concerning study aids, mobility and independent living skills). We also wished to find out whether the report drawn up afterwards corresponded to the visit and whether it provided support to school work.

The teachers and assistants found the expert support important in their work and wrote that they had got good practical tips and guidelines for their work and support in the use of aids. The families found that, in addition to the issues mentioned above, they appreciated the overall consideration and that meeting face to face made it easier to deal with matters.

Support courses for children (SEN courses) as evaluated by the clients

We wished to find out how our clients felt about the activities before, during and after the child’s support course (5 days at our center). The pupils’ own experiences were studied from four angles: special skills and aids, school work during the course, peer support and leisure time and accommodation. The end of the survey dealt with opinions and experiences concerning the written multiprofessional report of the course.

The pupils found it pleasant to be with other children of the same age. Studying in a group of peers provided them with the understanding that there were other people who shared and had experienced similar problems. Support from peers gives encouragement and enhances self-esteem. The information and support concerning the pupil’s personal visual functioning, the guidance and techniques to be used in various subjects, the knowledge concerning the challenges and solutions were deemed important. The pupils also felt that accommodation and leisure time activities were important. They practiced independent living skills and mobility and orientation and the personnel had sufficient time for them. Another important feature was the multiprofessional written report which was delivered to the pupils’ homes and schools.

Summary

The mean values of the client satisfaction survey were high throughout. The comments in the open questions were mainly favorable. The general feeling was that the Jyväskylä School for the visually impaired is trustworthy and it is considered an authority on matters concerning visual issues in the functional environment of a visually impaired pupil. Information on the visual situation and its implications on the school education of the pupil with a visual impairment were considered important. The overall functioning of the Jyväskylä School was felt to make possible and nurture inclusive education as a centre of excellence. in its own field.

Report to ICEVI from Norway 

Freedom of the treadmill: physical activity, disability and existence 

Anne-Mette Bredahl’s PhD-thesis is an empirical investigation into the lived experience of participation in physical activity among people with physical and visual disabilities. The main research questions being; how is participation in physical activity experienced by people who live with a disability, and what does physical activity mean to them in their everyday life?

In the empirical study 20 Norwegian adults with varied physical and visual disabilities were interviewed. An existential-phenomenological approach was applied allowing for a deeper exploration of participants’ experiences. Findings from the study show that the majority of the negative experiences reported by the participants originated from physical education (PE) at school, revealing the following themes: experiences of not being included; of failing; and of not being listened to. Interestingly negative experiences were reported more often by participants with relatively minor disabilities, like being partially sighted. The positive experiences, however, were characterized by experience of being capable; and of surpassing limitations. Physical activity presenting an arenas for surpassing limitations participants experienced in everyday life, (re)gaining an experience of freedom and of mastery. The thesis includes an exposition, which, in 10 chapters, presents the research project as a whole, and five separate articles. The study contribute to a body of knowledge in APA, and are of a different kind to research focusing on fitness, weight reduction, or improvement of physical capabilities, as a main aim of physical activity. 

The author can be contacted on a.m.bredahl@daneng.org 

Mathematics and students with severe visual impairments by Ph.D candidate Oliv G. Klingenberg 

The PhD project focuses on mathematics education and braille-reading students in primary school, and thus the thesis is centered at the intersection between mathematics education research and the field of visual impairment studies. The aims of the project are a) to elucidate the heterogeneity among students with visual impairment, and to investigate if a pattern exists in relation to student characteristics and whether student have followed the normal age progression in mathematics education, and b) to provide knowledge about the learning of basic geometry concepts.

Two articles are published in 2012:

Klingenberg, O. G., Augestad, L. B., & Fosse, P. (2012). An examination of 40 years of mathematics education among Norwegian braille-reading students. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 106(2), 93-105. 

Klingenberg, O. G. (2012). Conceptual understanding of shape and space by braille-reading Norwegian students in elementary school. Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness, 106(8), 453-465. 

Klingenberg will defend her doctoral thesis at the Department of Education, Faculty of Social Sciences and Technology Management, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) on February 22. 2013. 

Guidelines for the introduction to braille, mobility and the use of technical devices

The students in Grades one to twelve who have severe visual impairments or blindness, have legal rights to extra lessons for instruction in braille, technical devices and mobility and orientation. In collaboration with the Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training, specialist teachers at the former Huseby Resource Center and Tambartun Resource Center, developed guidelines for instruction in these skills. The material covers descriptions of relevant skills within each subject and describes a progression of achievement in three levels. Thus, the material is not related to specific grades, but should be a tool for teachers' adaptation to each pupil's level, e.g. as aims in an individual study plan. The project group also developed guidelines for a teacher's evaluation of a visually impaired student's skills in the core curriculum. 

Changing the lives of people with progressive sight loss

The former Huseby Resource Center has organized courses for people with RP for many years. They are offered three three-day courses, whereby the content of the second and third course is an extension of the previous course. Experience gained from the courses and feedback from people with RP showed that in order to develop an efficient rehabilitation program of high quality for people with this diagnosis, there are several factors that could be improved and possibly changed. Huseby Resource Center's aim was to focus on the psychological processes that occur at life change (when changes in life take place). The project was based on the Life Transition model prepared by Ann-Christine Gullacksen with theoretical reference to Anton Antonovskys (2009) theory of the origin of health (salutogenesis) (Gullacksen 1998/2002). The aim of the project was to use the model to develop courses and counseling for people with progressive visual impairments, primarily people diagnosed with RP. Through this project we wanted to develop a model for following-up individuals with RP in the long-term. The project is in its final phase.
Educational programs

In 2012 The Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), set up three modules in information technology for teachers of the blind and partially sighted (10 CP for each course). This is one of several optional modules in the educational program for teachers of the visually impaired. Examples of these modules are: Educational principles and teaching methods of pupils who use braille (20CP), Mobility for children, youth and adults with visual impairment (20CP) and (Re‑)habilitation of persons with low vision (10CP). These courses combined with compulsory courses make up a master degree and are a collaboration between the former Tambartun Resource Center, Huseby Resource center and the University of Stockholm. A part-time program giving 30 ECTS-credits was also established at Bergen University College in collaboration with Statped West. Part one of this study focused on the anatomy of vision, how sight develops and vision teachers' assessment for reading and learning. Part two addressed the introduction to vision teachers' approaches and methods related to the education of children, adolescents and adults with vision problems. All of these programs are financed by the students themselves. 

Report to ICEVI from Iceland
In 2012, the national institute for the blind, visually impaired, and deafblind in Iceland (www.midstod.is) did a review project on processes and services provided through CAF which is a framework for assessment (Common Assessment Framework). The project was very successful and CAF proved to be a valuable tool for internal assessment of processes, strategies, and services. A development project regarding guide dogs continued and the first trained guide dog from Iceland was delivered at the end of 2012 and overall the project is on track and very promising. The national institute continued with two European projects; SensAge and JOBS MDVI. It also concluded a project originally from Hungary for firefighters called „we are also blind in the smoke“. In 2011, two firefighters and two mobility and orientation trainers went to Hungary and learned a method of navigating in fire and smoke at the school for the blind in Budapest and from the Budapest fire department. Upon returning to Iceland, the trainers trained a large group of firefighters with this technique. The project was a great success and a wonderful cooperation between Hungary and Iceland. 

SensAge continues and first conference was held in Zagreb, Croatia in September 2012. The conference had many interesting lectures and information about aging and sensory disabilities. The website for SensAge is www.sensage.eu 

In the project JOBS MDVI, three project meetings were held during the year. First meeting of the year was at SWW in Munich, Germany about valued activities, next meeting was at CRDV in Clermont-Ferrand, France about job mediation, and last meeting of the year was at IBOS in Copenhagen, Denmark about social and personal skills.  JOBS MDVI is a Leonardo Partnership of 14 partners from 11 Europe countries. The website for JOBS MDVI is www.jobsmdvi.org 

Report to ICEVI from Sweden
Conference “Participation” was the title of a Nordic seminar within NOVIR (Nordic Visual Impairment Network) held in Stockholm, 22-23 November 2012. National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools (SPSM), Resource Centre Vision, was the organizer. Speakers at the conference and the title of their lecture:
Bengt Elmerskog, Norway:  How to plan for participation by individuals with dementia-like disorders? 

Sara Backström Lindberg, Sweden: Sound and its importance for information, interaction, communication, activity and participation.
Anne Bjørkmann, Denmark:  Support for young people in further education in Denmark. Experiences with student counseling,” sps”- support and use of mentoring. 

Astrid Kristin Vik, Norway: Can students who are blind or severely visually impaired learn compensatory skills through inclusive education?
Tove Söderqvist Dunkers, Sweden: Talking meetings between young people - conditions of participation in peer community - young people with visual impairment tell their stories

Annica Winberg, Sweden: Participation for students with disabilities.
Description of a national development project - theoretical background to the practical use of a participatory model. What says the students and what have we seen in the observations based on the different aspects of participation? 

Elsebeth Mortensen, Denmark: Social skills as a prerequisite for successful inclusion in the visual environment.
Publications

New publications from National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools (SPSM): 
Att erövra sin vardag  (To conquer your everyday life - Through collaboration in several steps, participation is secured and developed for children and young people with multiple disabilities). Author: Lotta Coniavitis Gellerstedt
Där man söker får man svar (Where you seek you get answers - participation in theory and practice for students with disabilities). Editors: K Szönyi and T Söderqvist Dunkers
The publications can be ordered in Swedish from http://www.spsm.se/sv/jag-vill/bestalla-publikationer or be downloaded as a pdf-file.

Project

STEP UP - “Safe travel and movement Through the Environment for young learners with visual impairment. Promoted by all! Understanding and Participation” is a two-year  EU project which started in October 2012. Partners in the project are SPSM Resource Centre Vision and Eke school from Sweden together with institutions from Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Luxembourg, Slovenia, Czech Republic and Finland.  

Some aims of the project are to find simple ways to make students with visual impairment more independent in travel and movement. Combat the lack of knowledge and awareness of environmental factors and potential hazards for pupils with visual impairment and provide guidance to increase awareness among parents and professionals about their role in supporting students with visual impairment.

University course 

Information and communication technology (IKT) in combination with the specific competence that people with visual impairment need in order to use their electronic equipment is an area of knowledge that has not been sufficiently emphasized in current tuition for low vision pedagogues and adaptation teachers. IKT is a complex subject area in continuous change. These are some of the factors that constitute the background for the further training course that was developed as a Norwegian and Swedish cooperation, the cooperating partners being The Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), the University of Stockholm (Institution of Special Pedagogy) and the two national governmental agencies for special educational support in Norway (Statped) and Sweden (SPSM). A powerful argument for this cooperation is the fact that vision impairment is a small area of competence and research in Scandinavia, and that, consequently, the number of students are few. 

The aim of this training course is to provide an insight into the use of digital media in general, and specifically, when it comes to the use of screenreaders and further adaptations for people with visual impairment. During the study period each student had access to relevant computer adaptations, such as screenreaders and braille displays. One aim of the training course is to give the student knowledge and ability to investigate the need for digital equipment. Another is to make the student able to instruct the user in handling the adapted equipment together with different applications with the purpose of making the user active and participating in a digital society.

The education consists of three courses included in a master program in special needs education with focus on visual impairment and its consequences. During the initial part the two groups of students were mixed – those with focus on blindness and those studying low vision, in total 15 students, 11 from Norway and 4 from Sweden. During the rest of the training the two groups followed two different courses. Every separate course comprised 10 ECTS-credits.


Many lectures and a great amount of literature have had focus on universal design to help students understand how digital interfaces, web pages, word processing programs, pedagogical and other applications, learning management systems etcetera must be designed to be accessible to every user, and not only accessible but even user-friendly. 

Report to ICEVI from Denmark

The FlexiBox™. Join a certification course in Copenhagen and learn to use the new tactile-motor executive test that is carried out without the use of sight

A sturdy box, 10 bricks in different geometric shapes and a board with holes that match the shapes of the bricks. This is – in all its simplicity – the material requirement for a newly developed test, with which one can assess whether or not a person has reduced non-verbal executive functions as a result of brain damage. 

The FlexiBoxTM is distinct because it tests people under the same conditions regardless of whether they are blind, have impaired or normal vision. The test person uses his hands to match the bricks with the holes. It takes up to 60 minutes to do the test if the board is placed in different positions and the test person is also interviewed or takes additional tests. The FlexiBoxTM test will determine whether a person has reduced executive functions, and at the same time it will indicate the reasons why blind people have difficulties with ADL and mobility, and it will evaluate practical abilities in students who are academically challenged. 

The test has been conceived by neuropsychologist Tom Andersen, who is affiliated to the Institute for the Blind and Partially Sighted in Denmark. He will teach how to use the FlexiBoxTM at a certificate course on September 5, 2013 from 10 am – 4 pm.

The price is DKK 21,000 / 2,816.79 EUR exclusive of VAT.

The price covers teaching, one FlexiBoxTM, food and drink. 12% discount with pre-payment. Info and registration: Neuropsykolog Tom Andersen, ta@ibos.dk
THE ICF-PROJECT

ICF is The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health, WHOs classification of health and health-related domains. 

ICF makes it possible to describe a person’s ability in a neutral and objective way, where the focus is on both resources and limitations. 
In that way, the citizen and professionals at the healthcare- and special needs area get a common language, and a logically structured system that makes it easier to document, communicate, coordinate, and prioritize efforts over time and across subjects and sectors.
THE ICF-PROJECT AT IBOS

The ICF-project at IBOS was a major organisational innovative project, which means that the work with ICF, beyond changing the working procedures, and operations, also during the process came in touch with central core values in the whole organization.

The project ran over a period of about three years divided into four project periods. 
In the first three project periods three staff member teams at the time went through the following activities: 

Teaching in the ICF-theory setting. Practical training periods at 4-5 months, where staff members learned to use ICF,To develop ICF-based templates. The templates are used for working out applications, technical pronouncements, and status descriptions in relation to citizens that participate in a rehabilitation course at the institution, and implementing of ICF-based templates in the individual teams.

The activities of the fourth and last part of the project deal with primarily: Continuously follow-up and evaluation the operation of ICF in the individual teams, evaluation of acceptance of our ICF-based reports at our collaborators, and information about the ICF-project at external collaborators. 

New publikation: Ronald Vargas Brenes: Designing for an Inclusive School of Informatics for Blind Students. A Learning Perspective. Aalborg University - Department of Communication and Psychology. 2012. Download here: http://www.kommunikation.aau.dk/arrangementer/Arrangement/ph.d.-forsvar-ved-ronald-vargas.cid75938
Denmark has elected a new national contact person: The Director of the Institute for the Blind and partially sighted, Klaus Høm
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Report from the English speaking countries by Mary Lee

Wales

Contact person: Nicola Crews

In Wales there a couple of things happening. 

1.  The Welsh Government is consulting on changes to provision of
support for special educational needs.  This includes a shift from
statements of special educational needs to a system of Individual
Development Plans (IDP) that include health and social care needs as
well as education.  This would mean changing the term SEN to AN -
additional needs.  The IDP system has been piloted for the last couple
of years and this is now being widened to more local authorities still
within a trial period.  


2.  The Welsh Government is producing a national eye care plan which
incorporates most of the Vision Strategy (Wales) priorities.  A
children's post will be appointed within this plan that will keep
children's issues current through the different strands of work.  Vision
Screening for all children will be a priority in the eye care plan.  

Within RNIB Cymru, we have appointed a Children and Family Peer Support
officer for North Wales - this is funded through Children in Need for 3
years.  The post will concentrate on developing family support networks
and will link in to the local societies for the blind across the North
Wales area. We have also managed to expand our transitions team with the
appointment of two part time transitions officers, one in North and one
in South Wales.  These posts provide advice and support to young people
aged 14-25.

Scotland

The Doran review, a strategic review of learning provision for children and young people with complex additional support needs, has now been published. Pupils in Scotland are spread over a wide geographical area, with the majority living in the cities of the central belt but with a great many living in remote rural areas of the Highlands and Islands. The challenge is to provide an equitable system for pupils throughout Scotland. The report, entitled “The Right Help at the Right Time in the Right Place” is the result of a thorough review of the Scottish system as it operates at the moment, considering the views of and evidence from parents, pupils, professionals and organisations. 
The original vision of the review was:
· That children and young people, supported by their parents and/or carers, have an easily accessible route to early integrated assessment of, and provision for their complex additional support needs from the earliest stage of development.

· That services offered are responsive to changing needs, lead to the best possible outcomes and are delivered where possible within the home community.

· That there is a presumption of entitlement to the highest quality of services which should be inclusive, efficient, equitable and effective in meeting the assessed needs and promote optimum inclusion in society.

· That local and national provision are complementary and operate with coherence.
There are 21 recommendations in the review report and the Scottish Government has issued a response accepting the recommendations. There are many recommendations in the report that concern the maintenance and improvement of opportunities for children in mainstream schooling and specialist centres. The response from the Scottish government confirmed that ‘the presumption to mainstreaming remains [but] that for some children and young people their needs will be better met in specialist provision rather than mainstream schools and where this is the case the exception will continue to apply’.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/7084
The board of the Royal Blind School, Edinburgh, commissioned the principal, Mrs Julie Fardell, to undertake a strategic review of its services. The findings of the Royal Blind School’s Strategic review are consistent with the outcomes of the Doran Review.

· Although the pupil population at the School will become smaller, the

School will continue to play an important roll in the continuum of educational services available to children with VI across Scotland. 

· One challenge is to maintain the diversity of staff needed to deliver

personalisation and choice through the Curriculum for Excellence and to continue to maintain the VI expertise and qualifications that have been built up over a long period, to enable the delivery of high quality, specialised VI support in both education and care.

· A key part of the strategy is our intention to create a National VI

Educational Resource Centre for Scotland, the purpose of which is to support children and young people with additional support needs overcome their barriers to learning and realise their potential.
A report of this review can be found in the ICEVI newsletter, issue 51. 
http://www.icevi-europe.org/enletter/issue51.html
England

VIEW Conference 2013

Thursday and Friday, 14-15 March 2013, Great Barr Hotel, Birmingham
This annual event for VI education professionals is the largest of its kind in the UK. Keynote speakers this year include Professor Peter Hobson from UCL on visual impairment and autism, Robin Spinks from RNIB on the iPad as a learning tool and Janet Thompson HMI on the implications of the new Ofsted framework for support services. 
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Report from French speaking countries by Francis Boé

FRANCE: 

                  GPEAA (groupement des professeurs et des éducateurs d’aveugles et 

                                 d’amblyopes) :
                                Teaching Days: 18/19/20-  October 2012 – Vertou (Nantes).
                                  "How to re-invent the establishment for the visual  children 

                                       and resources”

                                 with the participation of Hans Welling –ICEVI-Europe.

                                En october 2013:Paris: “the new technologie at service of 

                                                                       children  visualy  impaired”

                  ARIBa:

                           Congress  : 2/3 November 2012 -.Lille

                                      “When the disability annonce !”

                  FISAF: (Federation française pour Insertion des aveugles et de sourds)

                                Congress november  2012  :- “Autism and blindness: from theory 
                                                                                 to     support tools”
                                5/6/7 June 2012, Paris:   -“Emotional life- -sexuality - parenthood,         

                                                                          and visual impairment.”

Transcribers:  study day - 22/23 March 2012-Ambares (Bordeaux)

                  ALFPHV :(association of psychologues specialised for   

                                 visualy impaired)
                                      a study day - June 2, 2012 - Angers

                   
                  Association for the Visually Impaired 
                                      Accessible to Low Normandy 16/17 March 2012 Caen
PARTICIPATIONS FRANCIS BOE 2012:
                Participation at works of WIPO in Genova(UNO) on exceptions and restrict in copyright for the blind persons and all persons with a handicap of reading

                Represent : CFPSAA (France) within the presentation of UMA .

                       1 meeting  in july  at Genova

                       1 meeting in november at Genova

                 A.G.:december 2012:decision “meeting conference diplomatic in june at  

                                                                  Marrakech(Marroco) for signature of treaty”

PROJECT FOR THE FRENCH SPEAKING  ICEVI-EUROPE (with collaboration of GPEAA) :

                    It is envisaged for 2014, a meeting on topic:

                                  “Comparaison of methods and practices in the 

                                   4 countries (french speaking) and support of ICEVI-EUROPE”
             (previous in 2102/2013 but it have not been possible to organize  in  2012!)
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Report from Switzerland by Mira Goldschmidt

The Swiss National Association for the Blind (SNAB) provides training courses for professionals working throughout Switzerland. The SNAB organises approximately 70 courses and seminars each year. The topics of the training courses are varied. Some of the courses are “awareness” courses, some are “perfection” courses and some are for “certified training”.

The awareness courses are designed for people who are not yet familiar with the subject of visual impairment or wishing to explore other aspects of the field. 

The perfection courses are designed for experienced professionals to deepen and update their knowledge. These courses provide also opportunities to share their knowledge. 

The certified training courses are aimed specifically for people already active in the field of visual impairment or planning to carry on an activity in this field. These courses leading to a certificate are a prerequisite to the exercise of certain professional activities in the field of visual impairment and designed to be followed up during employment.

This year, in the French part of Switzerland, we’ll have the following courses:

Awareness courses
-Introduction in the field of visual impairment

-Social Insurance and visual impairment

-Medical foundation hearing impairments

-Medical foundation visual impairments

-Psychological aspects sensory disability

-Situations of disability and rehabilitation: models and practices

-Awareness of low vision

-“When sight and hearing diminish”

Perfection courses

-Evaluation and rehabilitation of disorders of visual skills in children
-Training for opticians specializing in low vision

 Certified training
-Rehabilitation specialist for visually impaired and blind 
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Report from the South European countries by Ana Isabel Ruiz López

In 2012 the southern European subregion has had the same contact person in Italy, Spain, Portugal and Andorra. It has been impossible for the moment to have one from Malta, San Marino or Monaco.

We have kept in touch with the contact persons through e-mail, informing them about meetings and events that have taken place.

Some people from Spain have attended to the joint event of the World Blind Union and ICEVI: the representative of the subregion and first contact person, the second contact person, and some other colleagues from ONCE, some of them ICEVI members and some other, not. This event was very interesting. In the context of the Joint event, a meeting of the European Region was celebrated. There wasn´t anyone from our subregion, except the Spanish delegation. 

INFORMATION FROM OUR COUNTRIES:

Spain:

ONCE’s Website includes information about ICEVI, and Spanish versions of The Educator and the newsletter.
Spain is participating in the global International Project to republish the World Braille Usage lead by Perkins in relation to the update of  Spanish Braille Literacy. 

In this school year a Portuguese student has started his studies in ONCE’s Physiotherapy College and the one who started last year continues studying his second course.

Three visually handicapped students from Italy and one from Portugal have participated in the summer camps ONCE offers to learn English. ONCE has also granted nine scholarships to students to learn English and German abroad: 8 English and one German.

Finally, twelve visually impaired students from Spain have travelled to Paris to spend a week learning French.

Portugal:

Last march, on the 16th and 17th, it took place the first Portuguese Congress on visual rehabilitation CPRV 2012: Congresso Português De Reabilitação Visual [cprv2012@gmail.com]. A significant number of schools, rehabilitation centres and low vision centres participated. 
Participation in the global Project International to republish World Braille Usage lead by Perkins in relation to the up date of  Portugal Braille Literacy. 

A Master course in Rehabilitation of Visually Impaired took place at Faculty of Human kinetics. One visually impaired person was the first student to finish the thesis. 

Two portuguese teachers participated at - IV Jornadas Nacionales de ASPREH. Infancia y Discapacidad Visual.14 y 15 de Abril de 2012. Sevilla
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Report from the German and Dutch speaking countries by Dieter Feser

1. From 30.07. - 03.08.12 the 35th Congress for the Blind and Visually Impaired of the VBS took place in Chemnitz. The motto of the congress was "Diversity & Quality". The main topic “Inclusion” has been referenced and discussed under various aspects, in four different symposia. More than 500 participants from 15 countries attended the congress. To the opening of the congress the chairman of the ICEVI Europe, Hans Welling, welcomed the participants.
2. Hans Welling asked the VBS about a possible involvement of ICEVI on the next VBS Congress. The VBS administrative board is very interested in cooperation with the ICEVI Europe on the next Congress in 2016 in Graz. Details of this cooperation will be discussed between Hans Welling and the Board of VBS.
3. On the 25th and 26th of February 2013 I attended for the first time as a board member for the ICEVI Europe at the meeting of the Boards of ENVITER (European Network for Vision Impairment Training Education & Research) in the blind school in Budapest (Hungary). This cooperation begun at board level between ICEVI Europe and ENVITER. It took place in a friendly and open atmosphere. In return John Harris will represent ENVITER on the Board Meeting of ICEVI in Istanbul in April 2013.
4. I represented the German and Dutch speaking countries of ICEVI Europe at the world congress in November 2012 in Bangkok (Thailand).
5. With colleagues of the Flemish Institutes (Belgium) several orientating meetings have taken place about the 9th ICEVI-European Conference in 2017.
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Report from East European countries by Liliya Plastunova

ICEVI-Eastern-Europe currently has cooperation and operates within a network of national organizations of the visually impaired in 8 European countries.

All organizations protect and promote the interests of blind and partially sighted children and adults in regions, reflecting their experts and knowledge in the international projects, conferences, global events.

Global Events
The greatest interest was expressed to the International WBU-ICEVI Assembly that was held in Bangkok, Thailand, 11-17 November, 2012.  Participants from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine, Tajikistan were attended this global event. During the Assembly were held constructive talks with the leaders of the Blind Union of Germany, Albania, Romania, Spain, South Africa, Canada, Bulgaria, Laos, Indonesia, the U.S., India for international cooperation, as well as with representatives of the International Council for Education and Rehabilitation of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI-E).

International Projects

EC Grundtvig Network Project Lifelong Learning Needs for Ageing People with Sensory Disabilities (SensAge).

The first Conference organised by the EC Grundtvig Network Project Lifelong Learning Needs for Ageing People with Sensory Disabilities (SensAge) (www.sensage.eu ) took place in Zagreb, Croatia, on September 30, 2012. ICEVI-E, as a member of SensAge, takes part in the organization of annual conferences. Conference was organised in association with the University of Zagreb (www.ufzg.unizg.hr) and focused on the current state of knowledge in the field of elderly people with sensory disabilities, and presentations gave to the Conference the widest available review of developments in Europe and Quebec for Ageing People with Sensory Disabilities.

The second conference will be held in Istanbul, Turkey, 2 July 2013 in connection with the 8th ICEVI European Conference. The brief meeting relating to the special matters on organizing the conference was hold 27-28 February 2013 in Chernigov.   

The East-European and Asian Project “XXI Century – the Open Society Century for All”.

Preparation of the 6th ICEVI-EE Conference achieves a good pace of work.  This Conference will take place in Chernigov, Ukraine, 11-12 October 2013. Two meetings (December 2012, February 2013) on organizing of this conference were hold in Chernigov. More information on the website: www.icevi-europe.org 

Cooperation work: ICEVI-Russia & Radboud University in Nijmegen, the Netherlands.
A group of students from the Radboud University in Nijmegen, the Netherlands visited St.Petersburg 20-27 May 2012. Students represent the study Educational sciences and didactics.  Their study is about aspects and processes in the development of children and adolescents.

Besides doing this study, they also organise a studytrip with their Study Society ‘Postelein’. They do this every year. The purpose of this study trip was to learn about child services and education in other countries, in this case Saint Petersburg/Russia.

They are interested in this field because they want to know how care and education for blind children in Saint Petersburg is organized. They want to compare their care to that of other countries and learn from it.  The group consisted of 48 students and 2 teachers.  They visited the Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia, St.Petersburg; International SOS-Village, St.Petersburg, Non-Government Educational Institution "Early Intervention Institute, St. Petersburg".

Rearrangements

New contact persons:

· Mrs. Irina Sumarokova - Russia

· Mrs. Tsyndyma Boyko  - Russia

· Mrs. Melahet Haciyeva – Azerbaijan
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 Report from the Balkan countries by Betty Leotsakou

The 6th ICEVI Balkan Conference was organized this year in 27-29 June 2012 in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. The conference was organized by the Special Education Department within Babes-Bolyai University in partnership with the High School for the Visually Impaired and the Romanian Association for the Blind (Cluj- Napoca branch). The title of the conference was “New Developments in Educational Policies, Research and Practices in Visual Impairment". The conference aimed at promoting the collaboration and the sharing of practices between the professionals involved in the field of visual impairment. The main topics of the conference were the following: Educational Policies, Inclusion, Education and Intervention, Research, Strategies in support of people with visual impairment. 

 
There were 77 participants from 16 countries from all around the world, not just the Balkan region, specialists and service representatives who shared knowledge and experience regarding services for individuals with visual impairment. The opening ceremony was held in the Aula Magna of  Babes- Bolyai University, a place that is about tradition, academic and international cooperation. During the two days of the conference there were presentations of 27 papers and 4 workshops, the value of them being highly appreciated by all the participants.  There was time for questions and open discussions, with opportunity to sharing and gaining new knowledge, but also establishing professional co operations and enriching personal experiences. The conference concluded with a trip to the Turda Salt Mine, which is 30 km to Cluj- Napoca, a place that is considered the most beautiful Salt Mine in Romania. 
Congratulations to Marian Padure, Andrea Hatzazi,  Laura Elena Runceanu,    Adrian Marian ROŞAN and to all the volunteers for the excellent work they did organizing the 6th Balkan Conference.  
Greece

This is a report which summarizes the activities regarding the education of individuals with visual impairments in Greece. (By Contact Person VASSILIS ARGIROPOULOS)

Seminars

The last 2-3 years many Institutions (e.g. pedagogical departments of universities) and Associations for the bind organized seminars for special education and intensive workshops for Braille. In specific, the Universities of Thessaly and Macedonia carried out modules relevant to the education of blind children in domains such as: a. assistive technology, b. Braille literacy, c. differentiation regarding content and instruction, d. curriculum and differentiation. The Associations “Magnites Blind”, Center for Education and Rehabilitation for the Blind in Athens and Thessaloniki organized intensive seminars for the Braille code for teachers of primary and secondary education. All these seminars were held in different places in Greece.

\Establishment of a new university unit to support students with special needs.

The University of Thessaly established a Disability Centre which offers services for students with disabilities. The ultimate purpose of these services is to assist all students who register as students with disabilities in making their experience at their faculties both accessible and successful. Based on the philosophy that all students should be assured equal access and opportunity, the services for students with disabilities aim to eliminate physical, instructional and attitudinal barriers by providing reasonable accommodations and fostering awareness within the University community. These services are supported by a network of specialists in special education (academics) and a network of volunteers (students of the same university). The services aim to address issues such as: a. accessibility (books, notes, forms, presentations, buildings, classrooms, etc.), b. differentiation (content of the classes, instructional processes and assessment), and c. awareness (staff and non-disabled students). Finally, assistive technology and adaptive equipment is provided when is needed in order to assist students for their study, courses or exams.

Collaborative Networks

The Department of Special Education at the University of Thessaly in cooperation with the Association “Magnites Blind” organized an integrated program in early intervention. Special education student-teachers from the Department of Special Education and members of the Association have built up a collaboration network which facilitates the accessibility of individuals with visual impairments in their physical and learning environment. Within this collaboration, five projects were integrated which were relevant to: a. braille literacy, b. early intervention, c. action research in tertiary education for blind students, and d. and working experience and social skills. The Association “Magnites Blind” was formed in 2007 to support people with visual impairments, offering professional development opportunities, publications, and public advocacy. The Association uses a number of standing committees and ad hoc committees to design and carry out its many programs and services. Amongst other things the Association “Magnites Blind” offers: eye care and low vision services, rehabilitation and vocational training, educational support, employment guidance, adaptive technology advisory service, information and communication technology applications for information accessibility, rehabilitation service for persons with multiple disabilities and visual impairment (MDVI), various independent living skills training programmes, seminars in braille literacy, social events, lessons in dancing (folk and modern), workshops in orientation and mobility as well as in working with clay and wood. 
AT software applications

ATHENA Free AT Software Inventory: aims to inform and provide persons with disabilities and specifically the Visual Impaired, their facilitators as well the VI professionals, with the available costless Assistive Technology’s (AT) solutions (Open Source or Freeware). 
The AT software applications provided in ATHENA are presented in an organized and systematic way after they have been installed and tested in the Speech and Accessibility Laboratory, University of Athens. For each free AT software, the following information is given: application name, developer, version, AT category(ies), related disability(ies), description, operating system(s), installation procedure, settings and hints, download links, and a screenshot. There are three ways to browse the ATHENA online free AT software inventory: browse by disability, browse by product class and See All Applications.

website: http://access.uoa.gr/ATHENA 

For more information: A. Pino, G. Kouroupetroglou, H. Kacorri, A. Sarantidou, and D. Spiliotopoulos: "An Open Source / Freeware Assistive Technology Software Inventory" Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Vol. 6179, pp. 178-185, 2010 

Bulgaria 
I will briefly summarize the activities regarding the education of visually impaired children and MDVI in Bulgaria during the last mandate:  (Report from the contact person of Bulgaria Dr. Vladimir Radoulov)

Bulgarian Association for Education of Visually Impaired Children continued to publish the National Journal on Education and Rehabilitation of Visually Impaired. One of the issues of 2009 was dedicated to the 200th anniversary of Louis Braille birth.

Seminars: 

During this period we continued organizing National seminars for resource teachers, supporting integrated visually impaired students. These happened in Varna school for Blind.

Annually we organized also seminars for teachers of MDVI students.

We organized and carried out local seminars for resource teachers on different topics, such as: 

· Activities of Daily Living;

· Low Vision Training;

· Adaptation of educational materials into Braille;

· Development of relief materials for blind students;

· Multiliteracy for visually impaired.

All these seminars were held in the city of Plovdiv, in the National

In 2009 we planned and organized the first Braille seminar for regular teachers.

The 2 schools for Blind in Bulgaria organize each year parents’ seminars and offer some basic qualification of regular teachers, working with integrated visually impaired students.

University exchange visits:

We started some very fruitful cooperation on university level:

1. Exchange of university professors between Sofia University and the University in Cluj-Romania. 

2. Exchange visits between Sofia University and the University in Berlgrade-Serbia.

As part of these exchange visits we provided each other with special literature and university curricula.

New units:

In 2011 in the school for blind in Varna a new unit for early intervention of MDVI children was opened.

In 2011-2012 three day centers for newly blind adults were opened in Bulgaria.

Support of foreign professionals by Bulgarian specialists:

In 2010 – 2012 Bulgarian school teachers and university professors led courses for teachers of MDVI students in F.Y.R.O.M., Serbia, Moldova and Armenia.

In 2012 we organized a seminar on new methods for Braille literacy in Ukraine – around 60 teachers from all around Ukraine participated in this seminar.

Curricula and basic publications:

During this mandate few university textbooks and manuals were published. Among them: Psychology of visually impaired; Handbook for resource teachers of visually impaired students; Adaptation of the environment for visually impaired in the ordinary school; 4 manuals on aspects of professional career for visually impaired adolescents.

Croatia

CROATIAN BLIND UNION

At the moment is ongoing implementation of activities of the "Employment Integration of the Blind"

Blindness as a disability with their specific needs require a separate approach to the creation of "equal opportunities" in all areas of life, including the whole issue of training for work and employment of blind and visually impaired. As this is a relatively small population is poorly covered area, which would state institutions cover

Services and activities that contribute to the acquisition of new skills and increase the potential of people with visual impairments for inclusion in the open labour market.

Therefore, the Croatian Association of the Blind from 01 June 2011. , conducted a three-year program funded by the Ministry of Social Policy and the young.

The program is completing the system uncovered areas:

• 1 raising general awareness of the capabilities of blind people in the work process

• 2 increasing personal potential unemployed blind people, especially young

• 3 informing employers and relevant institutions on the possibility of blind people and increase their tendency to employ the blind.

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED “VINKO BEK”

School “Vinko Bek” was involved in IPA project IV. Component - Strengthening human resources, education and empowerment of the visually impaired with physical disabilities in the labour market

MALI DOM - ZAGREB

1. Mali dom – Zagreb has been involved and finished the project with UNICEF that was taking place in Croatia and covered the whole territory of Croatia. 

Project “ Home based Early Childhood Intervention  (ECI) service: Development of the Home Visiting service model for children (0-3) with additional support needs and their families”  was carried out by the Day care Center “Mali dom – Zagreb” who set up a network of professionals from other fields as well as representatives from different agencies and Ministries . They all took part in the project and therefore result of the project was in accordance to the tasks and objective that were set up in project panning, as well as it fulfilled the expectations of the realization of the project

There were three groups of issues that have been addressed while implementing this project:

1. Policy foundation – providing legal framework for Early Intervention Services 

2. Standard Operation Procedures – ensuring the quality of implementing ECI services

3. Establishing service contents and approaches

We have more than 300 professionals from different field and professional backgrounds participating in the  project  in various activities , who all contributed to the „networking „ which was one of the goals of this project – good networking always lead to the engaging new activities within society – in this case in initiating the implementation of ECI service in accordance to the specific situation in each and every local region and community as well as resources that are available in those communities

Developed model was introduced and implemented on through the period of 9 months and have had 40 families and children included , and it undoubtedly showed  beneficial impact on children’s progress, raised families spirits, families knowledge and their parental competencies.

2. Mali dom – Zagreb has continued to share its experiences and knowledge with other institutions and schools, so we had 8 study visits this year and we have increased the number of children from different regions within Croatia, and even from neighboring countries in our transdiciplinary assessment and counseling , establishing therefore as the resource in the region for this type of services for children who are visually impaired and have additional developmental issues that have to be properly addressed

3. Mali dom – Zagreb also have been in Armenia organizing three educational seminars for the colleagues in orphanage Gyumri and in Yerevan  and School for the Blind in Yerevan

4. We have also organized educational seminars and study visits with the School for the Blind form Varna , Bulgaria, covering topics like working with parents, communication , creating IEP – s for MDVI children

Marijana Konkoli Zdesic, ICEVI Contact Person for Croatia
Report from Cyprus
St. Barnabas School for the Blind – Like every year many students and adults participated in the various programs offered by the St. Barnabas School for the blind. These courses, offered Monday through Friday in the morning and afternoon in the premises of the School include among other subjects such as: Information and Technology, Braille, Mobility and Orientation, Daily Living Skills, music, dance, theatre, personal development, and arts and crafts.

In 2012, with the support of a governmental budget for the education of adults with visual impairments that is granted to the School by the Ministry of Education and Culture, the School organized a number of seminars and short courses in a variety of topics. Among the seminars and courses organized were topics such as:

As part of its continues support to students with visual impairments, the School carried out a research among high school students investigating their social skills and abilities (in particular in the general school setting). The method of the research was case studies of high school students attending general education. The findings of the research showed a great need for the development of a personal development course for students with visual impairments that will address topics that are not included I the general curriculum but used to be taught in the traditional schools for the blind. 

Pancyprian Organization of the blind: The Organization continued in 2012 its very active and successful journey offering support and services to over 1300 members all over Cyprus. 

Among the activities undertook by POT were its participation to two European funded projects. These include:

The RoboBraille in Education Service” – a Leonardo partnership project that looks into how RoboBraille Service can be used as a learning tool in education. The Organization has been testing the Service with a number of high school and university students in accessing their educational materials.

Vision in Enterprise – a Leonardo Transfer of Innovation Project that aims:

• To develop a toolkit and good practice guide for those training business support advisers working with the visually impaired;

• To enable those supporting blind and visually impaired entrepreneurs  to be trained in support techniques proven to be successful with this vulnerable group.  
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Financial report 2012 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	
	
	31-12-2011
	
	Estimate 2012

	
	
	
	23.216,31 €
	
	23.216,31 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash
	
	
	0,00 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	23.216,31 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Profit and loss
	
	2012
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contributions
	
	3.875,00 €
	
	9.500,00 €
	

	Interest
	
	
	188,47 €
	
	0,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Income
	
	4.063,47 €
	
	9.500,00 €
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Website
	
	
	1.500,00 €
	
	1.550,00 €
	

	Bank fee
	
	
	93,19 €
	
	90,00 €
	

	Travel and Accommodation
	 €
	
	2.000,00 €
	

	Meeting expenses
	
	993,57 €
	
	1.000,00 €
	

	Chamber of commerce
	
	48,16 €
	
	0,00 €
	

	ICEVI
	
	
	
	
	6.000,00 €
	

	Total expenditure
	
	2.634,92 €
	
	10.640,00 €
	

	      
	
	
	                  
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESULT
	  
	
	1.428,55 €
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance as per 31.12.2012
	24.644,86 €
	
	22.076,31 €
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Estimate 2013
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contribution
	
	
	
	
	4.000,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other income
	
	
	result 31.12.2012:
	24.644,86

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total income
	
	
	
	
	28.644,86

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Website costs
	
	
	
	
	1.500,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Travel and  accommodation
	
	
	
	
	1.500,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Meetings expenses
	
	
	
	
	2.000,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Postage costs
	
	
	
	
	0,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank costs/other expenses
	
	
	
	
	
	200,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenditure
	
	
	
	
	5.200,00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Result
	
	
	per 31.12.2013:
	23.444,86
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Looking to the future
This year the 8th ICEVI-European Conference on Education and Rehabilitation of People with Visual Impairment will take place from June 30 to July 5 in Istanbul, Turkey.

The theme will be “A Changing Future with ICF”
For ICEVI-Europe the quadrennial conference is an important activity as a European Platform for professionals. During this conference the General Assembly will take place in which the re/elections will be held.

Another important activity will be the 6th International Conference for the East European countries in Chernigiv, Ukraine. 
The theme of this conference will be “Full participation in Society; All starts with Early Intervention and Itinerant teaching”.

This conference will also form the closure of a three year long project, involving cooperation between the regional administration of Chernigiv and Donetsk and their schools for children with VI. During this conference we will also offer the opportunity for individual meetings with occupational groups.
In the past a European network of psychologists has been set up.
At the conference, meetings of teachers will take place; likewise therapists, physiotherapists, social workers, and other occupational groups.

In 2012 consultations have started with the European Blind Union (EBU). 
On a worldwide level the cooperation between ICEVI and WBU is growing. This will take shape on a European level in 2013.
The same goes for the realisation of further cooperation with VBS, Germany and GPEEA in France. Both organizations have expressed their intention to intensify the cooperation with ICEVI-Europe concerning quadrennial sub regional conferences.
These developments are very important and will lead to further exchange of professional expertise.

It will be up to the newly appointed Board members to further shape these and other developments. We wish them all lots of success with this.
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Members of the Board as of December 31st  
      2012

	Mr Hans Welling, chairman 
hanswelling@visio.org, hw@icevi-europe.org 
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	Mr Peter Rodney, vice chairman, 
representing the Baltic and Nordic countries 
pr@ibos.dk, pr@icevi-europe.org  
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	Mr Eberhard Fuchs, treasurer and past chairman 
eberhard.fuchs@blindeninstitut.de, ef@icevi-europe.org 
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	Mrs Mary Lee, secretary, 
representing the English speaking countries 
maryblee2000@yahoo.co.uk, ml@icevi-europe.org 
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	Temporary replacement of the vacancy 
representing the French speaking countries 
Mr Francis Boé 
francis.boe@free.fr, fb@icevi-europe.org
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	Temporary replacement of the vacancy 
representing the French speaking countries 
Mrs Mira Goldschmidt, 
miragoldschmidt@gmail.com, mg@icevi-europe.org
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	Mrs Ana Isabel Ruiz Lópes, 
representing the South European countries 
airl@once.es, airl@icevi-europe.org 
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	Mr Dieter Feser, 
representing the German and Dutch speaking countries 
dieter.feser@nikolauspflege.de, df@icevi-europe.org 
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	vacancy, 
representing the Central European countries
	

	Mrs Liliya Plastunova, 
representing the East European countries 
plastunova@yandex.ru, lp@icevi-europe.org 
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	Mrs Betty Leotsakou, 
representing the Balkan countries 
bleotsakou@gmail.com, bl@icevi-europe.org 
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Elly Aardoom
Secretary

ellyaardoom@visio.org
Royal Dutch Visio
centre of expertise for visually impaired people
Amersfoortstestraatweg 180
1272 RR Huizen
P.O. box 1180
1270 BD Huizen
The Netherlands
www.visio.org
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ICEVI-SUBREGIONS of Europ
Baltic and Nordic Countries

	Denmark 
Mr Klaus Hoem (Høm), 
kh@ibos.dk
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	Estonia 
Mrs Monica Lovi, 
monsalovi@gmail.com
	

	Finland 
Mrs Tarja Hännikäinen, 
tarja.hannikainen@onerva.fi
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	Iceland 
Mrs Huld Magnúsdóttir, 
huld@midstod.is
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	Latvia 
Mrs Ligita Geida, 
ligitageida@apollo.lv
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	Lithuania 
Mrs Grita Strankauskiene, 
kaunosim@gmail.com or grita.stran@gmail.com
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	Norway 
Mrs Astrid K. Vik, 
Astrid.Vik@statped.no 
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	Sweden 
Mr Anders Rönnbäck, 
anders.ronnback@spsm.se
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English speaking Countries

	Ireland 
Mrs Audrey Farrelly 
audrey.farrelly@gmail.com 
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	United Kingdom, Wales 
Mrs Nicola J. Crews 
nicola.crews@rnib.org.uk 
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	United Kingdom, England 
Mr Steve McCall 
s.mccall@bham.ac.uk 
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	United Kingdom, Scotland 
Mrs Janis Sugden 
janis.sugden@ed.ac.uk
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	Israel 
Mrs Nurit Neustadt-Noy 
nuritnoy@macam.ac.il
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French speaking Countries

	Belgium 
Mrs Violaine Van Cutsem, 
violainevancutsem@hotmail.com
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	France  
Mr Francis Boé, 
francis.boe@free.fr
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	France  
Mrs Marie Renée Hector, 
mrhector@noos.fr
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	France  
Mrs Nathalie Lewi-Dumont , 
nathalielewi@gmail.com
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	France  
Mrs Michelle Collat (French speaking), 
mcollat@aol.com
	

	Switzerland 
Mrs Mira Goldschmidt, 
miragoldschmidt@gmail.com 
	[image: image38.png]




	Switzerland 
Mrs Isabelle Mathis, 
cphv7@bluewin.ch
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South European Countries

	Italy 
Mrs Daniela Floriduz, 
dfloriduz@gmail.com, copy to inter@uiciechi.it
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	Portugal 
Mrs Leonor Moniz-Pereira, 
lmpereira@fmh.utl.pt
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	Spain 
Mrs Ana Isabel Ruiz Lópes, 
airl@once.es 
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	Spain
Mrs Elena Gastón Lópes, 
egl@once.es
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	Andorra 
Mrs Mariona Carbonell del Castillo, 
mariona.carbonell@gmail.com, 
school: eensm@andorra.ad
	[image: image44.png]




	Malta vacancy
	

	Monaco vacancy
	

	San Marino vacancy
	


German and Dutch speaking Countries

	Austria 
Mrs Gerti Jaritz, 
vsbp@gmx.at 
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	Belgium 
Mrs Eliane Bonamie, 
Eliane.bonamie@mpi-spermalie.be
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	Germany 
Mrs Elke Wagner, 
elke.wagner@nikolauspflege.de 
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	The Netherlands 
Mrs Carina Poels, 
carinapoels@visio.org 
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	Switzerland 
Mr Christian Niederhauser, 
c.niederhauser@blindenschule.ch
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	Lichtenstein vacancy
	

	Luxembourg 
Mr Frank Groben, 
frank.groben@idv.etat.lu 
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	South Tirol (Italy) 
Mrs Elisabeth Gitzl, 
info@blindenzentrum.bz.it 
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Central European Countries

	Czech Republic vacancy 
	

	Hungary 
Mrs Krisztina Kovacs, 
kkovacs.sza@gmail.com, kkovacs@barczi.elte.hu
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	Poland 
Mrs Graszyna Walczak, 
grawal@aps.edu.pl 
	

	Slovak Republic 
Ms Tímea Hóková, 
dkhokova@fedu.uniba.sk
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	Slovenia 
Mrs Marija Jeraša, 
marija.jerasa@guest.arnes.si 
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East European Countries

	Armenia 
Mr Aleksan Aharonyan, 
specschool14@yandex.ru
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	Azerbaijan 
Mrs Melahet Haciyeva, 
melahet.haciyeva@gmail.com 
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	Belarus 
Mr Vladimir Gordeiko, 
gordeiko@tut.by
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	Georgia vacancy
	

	Kazakhstan 
Mrs Karlygash (Klara) Rakisheva, 
klara_help@mail.ru
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	Moldova 
Mrs Larisa Celan, 
larisacelan@gmail.com 
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	Russia - Central Region, North-West Federal District 
vacancy
	

	Russia - Ural  Federal District,  Siberian  Federal District,  Far-Eastern  Federal District
Mrs Tsyndyma Boyko, 
imna2002@rambler.ru 
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	Russia - Southern Federal District, North-Caucasian Federal District, Volga Federal District 
Mrs Irina Sumarokova, 
irasu@list.ru
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	Ukraine 
Mrs Evgeniya Synyova, 
ev_sineva@hotmail.com 
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	Ukraine
Mrs Vira Remazhevska, 
lewenia@hotmail.com
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	Tajikistan 
Mr Tengniev Kholmakhmad Аhmadovich, 
tbu-tajiknet@mail.ru, tengniev@уandex.ru 
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Balkan Countries

	Albania 
Mrs Tatjana Cadri, 
ramatina@adanet.net
	

	Bosnia and Herzegovina vacancy
	

	Bulgaria 
Mr Vladimir Radoulov, 
radoulov@fnpp.uni-sofia.bg
	[image: image65.png]




	Croatia 
Mrs Marijana Konkoli Zdesic, 
marijana@malidom.hr
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	Cyprus 
Mrs Maria Kyriacou, 
m.kyriacou@cytanet.com.cy 
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	FYROM  Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
Mrs Elena Hristova, 
hristova_e@yahoo.com
	

	Greece 
Mr Vassilis Argyropoulos, 
vassargi@uth.gr
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	Montenegro vacancy
	

	Romania 
Mr Vasile Liviu Preda, 
vpreda@hiphi.ubbcluj.ro 
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	Romania
Mrs Andrea Hathazi, 
ahathazi@yahoo.com
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	Turkey 
Mrs Hale Aksuna Ergenc, 
haleaksunaergenc@gmail.com, haleergenc@hotmail.com 
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	Turkey 
Mrs Emine Ayyildiz, 
ayyildizemine@yahoo.com 
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	Turkey 
Mrs Songül Atasavun Uysal, 
songula@hacettepe.edu.tr
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	Serbia 
Mrs Aleksandra Grbović, 
sgrbovic@ptt.rs 
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