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Preface

2010 has been a quiet year compared to 2009, when the European Conference took place in Dublin, Ireland.
The intention was to make the first preparations for the next conference in 2013 in Istanbul, Turkey. However flight cancellations, on account of the volcano, made it impossible to hold a meeting of the Programme Committee.

ICEVI members have already been informed about activities in 2010 by means of our website and newsletters. Nevertheless the board thought it was important to issue a questionnaire about the newsletter in order to find out what suggestions there might be for improvements. 

The board hopes that you will read this annual report with interest. We would be happy to hear your remarks and suggestions.

The board would like to thank all who have contributed to ICEVI activities in 2010 and we hope you will all participate in 2011.

This report is approved in the General Meeting, conforming to art.17 of the Articles of Association, on 5 May 2011 in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Huizen, the Netherlands, 15 juni 2011 

On behalf of the Board,

Hans Welling
Chairman

www.icevi-europe.org
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Report from the board


ICEVI exists to promote educational opportunities and rehabilitation for people with visual impairment throughout the world. This means people who are totally blind or who have low vision, including those with additional disabilities.

In the report year ICEVI-Europe has given shape to this in several ways.

Four European newsletters have been published in 2010. The contents varied.

Contributions have been received by Finland, Latvia, Moldova, Russia, Denmark, UK, Germany and the Balkan countries.

In addition, information was given about future conferences and exhibitions.

The board will discuss the results of the questionnaire. A clear wish is to steer the contents of the newsletter towards matters concerning adults and elderly people.

Several conferences have been held within the sub regions for occupational groups or for groups Europe wide. In March the third International conference for the East European countries took place in Perm, Russia. The theme was The Visual Profile and International Experience of Rehabilitation and Education of People with Visual Impairments.

The fourth conference for the East European countries took place in October in St. Petersburg, Russia. For this conference the theme was The Development of Science and Practice in the Education of visually impaired people: Problems and Prospects.

Also in October the fifth Balkan Conference took place in Zagreb, Croatia. The theme was New Competencies for Future Challenges in Europe.

In March the third European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment took place in Vilnius, Lithuania.

The conferences have been prepared by an Organisation Committee, in which a board member of ICEVI-Europe was involved.

Many people were interested in each of the conferences. The website as well as the newsletter have given a lot of attention to these conferences.

The board has decided to adapt the name of ICEVI, in order to do justice to the professionals and the kind of support which is offered to people with visual impairment: 

ICEVI now stands for International Council for the Education and Rehabilitation of People with Visual Impairment.

It is worth mentioning is that our board member Mary Lee has received the Scottish Education Lifetime Achievement Award 2010 for her years of effort on behalf of multi-disabled children, mainly in the field of communication, developing the use of personal gesture and an on-body, tactile signing system.

In December the chairman, Hans Welling, was appointed second vice-president of ICEVI.

3
ICEVI-Europe activities in 2010
Nordic and Baltic Countries 
From Denmark

Successful psychology conference in Vilnius
Again we may conclude that the third European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment has been a resounding success. This conference took place on March 30 and 31, 2010 and was held in Vilnius, Lithuania. Following the two previous conferences (Copenhagen, Denmark 2006 and Huizen, Netherlands 2008), there was again an enthusiastic group of 65 participants from 18 different European countries. The local organization was in the hands of psychologist Ingrida Gabrialaviciute who, together with colleagues from LASUC (Lithuanian Training Centre for the Blind and Partially Sighted), succeeded in presenting an interesting programme. In the background she was supported from ICEVI, IBOS and Royal Dutch Visio, by Peter Rodney and Peter Verstraten.

In two concurrent sessions, a total of 27 papers were presented. Many topics were discussed, including interaction and communication with MDVI clients, social inclusion, assessment and early intervention, syndromes in adults and the elderly, social participation of youth, neuropsychological issues, ICF, intervention programmes, cognitive skills of blind and partially sighted children and self-confidence in young students. 

Outside the presentations, many contacts were established, maintained and strengthened. At least half of the participants attended one of the previous conferences and most of them even both. Through this the European network of psychologists and related professions in the field of visual impairment is increasingly a network of flesh and blood, in which colleagues will contact one another more easily in search of consultation or advice.

Also thanks to the pleasant atmosphere, very helpful Lithuanian colleagues and a nice dinner, this conference has strengthened our mutual commitment to our European colleagues and contributed to a joint improvement of the quality of our work for people with visual impairments.

Negotiations are still ongoing about which country will organise the next conference, but it is certain that the fourth European Conference on Psychology and Visual Impairment will be held in the spring of 2012.

ICFproVIP, ICF for professionals working with vision impaired persons

Seven institutes within the Enviter Network have since August 2009 been exchanging experiences about implementing ICF, WHO´s International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health, in the work of (re)habilitation of children and/or adults with a vision impairment (VIP). The Institute for the Blind and Partially Sighted, IBOS is coordinating the learning Partnership, granted by the Leonardo, LLP programme, EU.

The challenges have varied a great deal, as there are both small institutes (app. 10 employees) and very large (e.g. 3000) among the partners. Some such as Royal Visio, NL and IBOS, DK use a lot of resources for the implementation of ICF and others have almost no resources to take advantage of. Only a few outside the National Rehabilitation Centre for the Blind in Plovdiv, BG have heard about ICF, as the ICF classifications have not been translated yet. Also at NCBI in Dublin they feel challenged by the lack of national backing and a decentralised organisation, where staff are not working in the same location. 

For BFW-Düren, D, ICF has been an official demand to implement ICF, without resources for education following as a consequence, etc.

 

The implementation of ICF has inspired all partners to re-evaluate their assessment procedures. The Low Vision Centre in Institut Montéclair, F, has e.g. revised their assessment guides as a consequence of interesting discussions about which methods will enhance the process of putting the citizen at the centre of their own rehabilitation process. At LdV, Cluj, RO they have been working with their local officials to implement good evaluation procedures inspired by ICF for the referral of children in danger of abuse.

The partnership has discussed holistic rehabilitation means in practice, how to organise multi- or interdisciplinary teams and best coordinate the assessment process. ICF as a method has helped us to be aware of taking our departure in that process from the wishes the citizen has to participate in family life and society in stead of from the diagnosis.

All partners have participated in a two day training course at Royal Visio and then developed it into our own needs, testing it at our institutes. At our last meeting in April we will discuss how we can develop ICF further in relation to the field of VIP. The partnership has laid the foundation for developing a core set but to take it further and formalise it we need to involve researchers and the WHO. For further information about the partners, research reports, the courses and power points from the ICFproVIP Conference at IBOS, se http://icfprovip.enviter.eu/ 

Contact: ICFproVIP Coordinator Dorthe Marie Degn, IBOS, dmd@ibos.dk
From Finland

Conference: theme, contents, period, place, participants 

1) “Can you see?” CVI–conference for participants from hospitals, rehabilitation centers etc. who work with children having CVI; 27.-28.1.2011, Helsinki, Finland 

2) New book “Aisti Kuvailu” by Riitta Lahtinen, Russ Palmer, Merja Lahtinen, Finland. 

Training during the year 2010 concerning this method “Use of senses and how to describe the environment and surroundings for a person with visual impairment and deafblindness”

Contact persons: contacts, frequency, items 

Tarja Hännikäinen, Consulting teacher, Services for Inclusive Education

Jyväskylä School for the Visually Impaired, Resource centre for learning and development

Passing general information about ICEVI information and actions for participants in the area of v.i. 

Projects: 

1) In Comenius-project ”Sound and Picture” as a partner:  Using ICT as a communication tool for learners with multiple disabilities and a visual impairment (MDVI). 

2) Jyväskylä School as a substance producer in international projects (Ethiopia and Balkan/Kosovo) by Finland Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Jyväskylä and Joensuu Universities, Special Education Department. Theme: “Transforming special schools towards resource center functions”. 

Matters, which need attention in future time: contents, country etc. 

Finland has made changes (1.1.2011) to the definition of statements and services in special education / inclusive education. These changes have an effect especially on a) how a child with SEN can get support in inclusive education and b) what kind of support and co-operation there might be among “state special school/support centres for inclusive education” and municipalities. 
From Estonia 

 

In Estonia, we have experienced the need for detailed guidelines on adapting study materials for Braille users. It is connected with the issue of the Estonian standard of Braille. It is considered as a question of extreme importance as we still do not have an officially confirmed version of it. According to the development in new ICT technology, there is also a need for Estonian 8-point Braille and e-format guidelines. 

The objective is to complete and publish special handbooks which will provide detailed information on the use of Braille. 
For this reason, a seminar was held in Estonia at Tartu Emajoe School in June 2010 where Braille specialists and special teachers from Estonia discussed different problems connected with Estonian Braille. There were also specialists from Finland who shared their experiences and introduced their methods in use. The main topic of the seminar was using Braille in the teaching of Maths for pupils who are blind. The next seminar will be held in May 2011 in Estonia with participants from Estonia, Finland and Norway. 

Estonian State School for the Blind - Tartu Emajoe School, is participating in an international Comenius project Touching Maths as a partner along with special schools and centres for the blind from Belgium (coordinator), France, Germany, Norway, the Netherlands and the UK. 


German and Dutch speaking countries

First meeting of ICEVI contact persons at Nikolauspflege in Stuttgart,

Germany

Herr Christian Niederhauser (Switzerland)
Frau Eliane Bonamie (Belgium)

Frau Carolina Poels (Netherlands)

Frau Gertrude Jaritz (Austria)

Frau Elisabeth Gitzl (South Tyrol)

Herr Frank Groben (Luxembourg)

Frau Dr. Elke Wagner (Germany)

Dieter Feser, representative for the German and Dutch speaking counties invited the contact persons of these countries to an initial meeting with the intent of a first exchange of information, questions and ideas.

On October, the 26th and 27th we met at the Nikolauspflege in Stuttgart for our first meeting and had a good attendance. The contact persons from Austria, Belgium, Germany, The Netherlands and Switzerland attended. The contact persons from Luxemburg and South Tirol (Italy) were not able to attend but would like to take part in future meetings.

The goal of this meeting was to first exchange information about the professional field of vision impairment in the participating countries. At the end of the first day we all agreed that it was very enlightening to find out more about early intervention, schooling, vocational training, and rehabilitation, about rules and regulations as well as organisations and agencies within the various countries.

Questions like: “What are the challenges in my country” and “What are the specific

challenges concerning the UN convention on the rights of people with disabilities in my country” took up most of the second day.

We also compared our work as contact persons in our own countries according to the profile that was published in November of 2006.

It became obvious to us that there has to be more information accessible to the public, at least addresses of the various professional and consumer organisations of and for people who are visually impaired of all ages on the ICEVI’s website. The contact persons agreed to work on this request and have it listed on the ICEVI website by the beginning of the year 2011.

Another subject that caused a major discussion was the involvement of parents and parental organizations in ICEVI. We agreed on the fact that parents have to be partners with the professionals and that it might be a good idea to have a parent platform at the next European ICEVI conference in Turkey in 2013. We agreed on trying to find one or two parent contact persons in each country and trying to coordinate a parent-workforce that might be willing to team up in some way with ICEVI. A big goal, but maybe possible to put into practice!

At last we decided to have our next meeting at the VBS congress (Verband der Blinden – und Sehbehinrtenpädagogik), an association for professionals in the field of vision impairment in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. This conference will be held in Chemnitz at the end of July of 2012.

We all thought that this meeting was very important and should be seen as a good example of European collaboration for regional contact persons within ICEVI.

Dr. Elke Wagner, Nikolauspflege, Stuttgart, contact person for Germany
East European countries

Currently ICEVI Eastern Europe includes 8 Contact Regions, the main purpose of which, within ICEVI-Europe as a whole, is to promote the implementation of educational and rehabilitation programs for visually impaired people.

Over the past year much has been done, towards the main objectives as well as at the formation of an inclusive and tolerant society: a number of conferences, round tables, expert meetings, joint programmes / projects and other activities have been implemented. 

The main project that combines the joint efforts of EE Region, is an educational project «XXI century - a century of open society." 

In the course of this project the priority areas for development were identified: An Inclusive Education, Low Vision; Visual Profile.

Within the bounds of the project, in 2010, the 4-th International Conference "Scientific and Practical Aspects of Education of VI People" was held in St. Petersburg. The Conference attracted over 260 participants. The conference was held at the Institute of Special Psychology and Pedagogy. As a result of the conference, a close relationship between the Institute and the Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan was established. There is a plan to open a special psychology and pedagogy department in the Azerbaijan Teacher Institute. 

The same positive response from the conference was the decision to extend the range of tasks of the Ukrainian project "Mama School" and to include in this project children, not only with visual impairments, but also with autism and visual impairment. Children and their parents are involved from all over the EE - Region.

After the conference, the delegation of Tajikistan held a roundtable discussion on the organisation of better methods and improvements in the education provided in schools. 

In Kazakhstan, in the wake of the conference, a project with the participation of Russian and Moldovan experts was launched. The project aims: to support children with visual impairment, counseling and provision of rehabilitation services. 

Colleagues from Moldova are actively involved in the project "XXI century - a century of open society." Moldova Blind Union carries out continuous activities in educational proficiency, exchanges of experience, and improvement in qualifications for visually impaired people. The representatives of the Blind Union and lecturers from the Pedagogical University participated in several conferences: the International Conference at Kiev University, Ukraine (March 2010), the 4th International ICEVI Conference (October 2010) in Saint Petersburg, Russia.

Participation of EE - ICEVI - Contact Regions in the project "XXI century - a century of open society" allows the development of more effective information exchange with other organisations, the gathering of information about other countries’ experience in the education and rehabilitation of people with visual impairments, as well as the effective promotion of our own experience in this field. 

So within a year has been carried out: 

1) Cooperative work between Moldova Blind Union (Moldova - ICEVI - Contact Region) and the Rehabilitation Centre for People with Diabetic Retinopathy (St.Petersburg - ICEVI - Contact Region). Objective: the exchange of experiences and discovery of services to support people with diabetic retinopathy in Moldova. 

2) In Tajikistan, inclusive education was conceptualised; the law on the social protection of people with special abilities was revised. 

3) Armenia - ICEVI - Contact Region and Bulgaria - ICEVI - Contact Region: exchange of experience in school programmes. The Fund “Children's eyes" was opened. Purpose: to raise funds for the implementation of non-state programmes. 

Information about the project "XXI century - a century of open society ": lp@icevi-europe.org
Annual International Art Festival, with the support of ICEVI-Europe, there was a gathering of talented children with special abilities. The festival took place in the best concert halls in St. Petersburg. In 2010, the festival gathered 560 children, among them 246 children with visual impairment. The Festival involves all EE - ICEVI - Contact Regions. 

www.feststep.com 

New contact person. The year 2010 was successful for Tajikistan. Mr. Tengniev Kholmakhmad Ahmadovich  is a new ICEVI contact person from Tajikistan. 

The ICEVI-Europe map has widened. Our wishes to the webmaster, please to add Tajikistan to the map. 

In support of the above, we have a number of publications in the ICEVI Newsletter 2010.

Matters which need attention in the future: 

Theme “Optical Rehabilitation”: websites of production; novelties

Could this theme be added to the ICEVI website?

Sensage Project
Project Sensage and participation of the East European region, as a representative of ICEVI-Europe, in the organisation of this project. October 2010, Paris.

SensAge will be a Network of Networks, Associations and Organisations addressing the issues of enabling ageing people with sensory disabilities – blind/visual impairment, deaf/hearing impairment, and deafblind - to take part in lifelong learning in accordance with EU Strategies and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Its aim is the gathering, analysis and dissemination of methodologies and materials enabling active ageing of European citizens with sensory impairments, promoting autonomy, quality of life and social inclusion. 

Its Objectives are: 

1. To reach a common understanding of what « ageing » means and its link with sensory disabilities and potential interactions with other disabilities; 

2. To create a space for the gathering, exchange and dissemination of practices and materials;

3. To contribute to appropriate EU standards of support for lifelong learning for these beneficiaries; 

4. To maximise on an ongoing basis, through all appropriate means of dissemination, the impact of the work of the Network at European and National levels; and 

5. To establish the sustainability of the Network after the completion of the period of EC funding. 

Southern European countries 

Within 2010 we have sent some e-mails to contact persons in the sub region to inform them about ICEVI meetings and events.

Last July the contact person from Italy sent an article for the newsletter, recently forwarded to our Chairman. He also sent an interesting document about inclusion so we have recommended him to take part in the inclusion ICEVI Europe group that has recently been created.

Last year we had two Portuguese students in the ONCE Physiotherapy School in Madrid. One of them has finished his studies last June and is now studying the two subjects he needed to achieve the grade and is getting some practice. The other one was in her first grade last year and now in the second one.

Five Italian children participated in the English Course celebrated in Pontevedra, Spain, from the 2nd to the 13th of August 2010.

We are still looking for contact persons in Malta, San Marino, Monaco and we haven’t had any response from Portugal in the last two years.
Balkan countries
5TH BALKAN CONFERENCE 

The 5th ICEVI Balkan Conference took place in Zagreb, Croatia on October 20 - 24, 2010, and was organized by all the major participants in education and rehabilitation of the blind and low vision people in Croatia. Name of the conference was “New Competencies for Future Challenges in Europe” regarding visually impaired population as well as population who have additional disabilities (MDVI) and the topics were:

1. Early interventions and parents 

2. Assessment and Curriculum 

3. Inclusive Education 

4. Prevocational and Vocational Programs and Training 

5. Deafblind Education 

6. New Achievements in Development of Programs of Education and Rehabilitation 

The aim of the conference was to stimulate a critical discussion about different approaches and different experiences in education, rehabilitation and implementing various programs in different countries regarding the education and rehabilitation of the VI and MDVI population from their birth to their adult age and employment possibilities.

The main goal of the conference was to explore and share knowledge and experience in working with VI and MDVI population, and what curriculums, frameworks and educational approaches there are across Balkan Countries.
We gathered 92 participants from 13 countries and through 34 oral presentations, 6 workshops, 3 visits to different Centres; we fulfilled the aim and the goal of the conference and also contributed to the better networking throughout the region. One of the outcomes of the conference is the organization of a European scientific meeting of the professionals in the fall of 2011 in Serbia.  


We are glad that we can announce that next ICEVI Balkan conference will be held in fall of 2012 in  Cluj- Napoca, Romania. Our Contact person Andrea Hathazi who is a Lecturer, PhD
Babes-Bolyai University, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, at the Special Education Department will be responsible for the conference. 

Rehabilitation for the Elderly Blind or for the Elderly visually impaired E-vi

An area that has been every Balkans country's concern is the management of the population which fits in the category “Elderly Blind”  Blindness and partial sight are closely associated with old age, and as people live longer the number of people with a visual impairment is set to increase. Nearly 90% of all blind and partially sighted people in Europe are over the age of 60, and two thirds are over the age of 65. They find it more difficult to learn new ways to cope with daily tasks and are less likely to have the opportunity to go on rehabilitation programmes or register as disabled, because they feel it is ‘just part of growing old.' 

Agencies providing services to older people may have low awareness of sight problems or the have never worked with them more precise. In addition, older people may be less aware of the support services available to them, and are at increased risk of isolation.  All the countries want to participate in small projects in order to develop better services for the E-vi. 
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Financial report 2010

	Balance
	31-12-2009
	
	Estimate 2010
	1-1-2010

	
	
	
	
	

	Cash
	0,00
	
	
	

	Equity
	18.634,18
	
	
	24.173,00

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	24.173,00
	
	
	24.173,00

	
	
	
	
	

	Profit and loss
	           2009
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Contributions
	9.023,37
	
	9.500,00
	1.755,00

	Interest
	0,00
	
	0,00
	0,00

	Other Income
	0,00
	
	0,00
	0,00

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Income
	9.023,37
	
	9.500,00
	1.755,00

	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Website
	1.300,00
	
	1.550,00
	1.300

	Bank fee
	95,42
	
	90,00
	121,38

	Travel and accommodation
	1.400,00
	
	2.000,00
	0,00

	Meeting expenses
	689,13
	
	1.000,00
	0,00

	Postage
	0,00
	
	0,00
	0,00

	ICEVI
	
	
	6.000,00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total expenditure
	3.484,55
	
	10.640,00
	1.421,38

	
	
	Estimates result
	-1.140,00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	RESULT
	5.538,82
	
	
	333,62

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Equity as of   31-12-2009
	24.173,00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Available
	23.033,00
	

	Balance as per 31-12-2010
	
	
	
	24.506,62


Estimate 2011

	Income
	
	Expenditure
	

	
	
	
	

	Contribution
	 10.000,00                     
	Website costs
	1.300,00

	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	Travel and accommodation
	1.500,00

	
	
	
	

	Other Income
	24.506,62
	Meeting expenses
	3.500,00

	(result 31-12-2010)
	
	
	

	
	
	Postage costs
	250,00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Bank costs
	125,00

	
	
	
	

	Total Income
	34.506,62
	Total Expenditure
	6.675,00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Estimated Result
	
	Per 31-12-2011
	27.831,62


Remark: Because of activity in reminding members to pay the annual fee, I expect a substantial amount of regional ´contributions´. 

Eberhard Fuchs, April 2011
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Looking to the future
Also in 2011 the board of ICEVI-Europe will make efforts to realise its mission.

At the beginning of April an Expert Meeting on Aging People with Visual Impairment is being organised in cooperation with Royal Dutch Visio.
We expect then that the first steps can be made towards giving presentations at the ICEVI-Europe Conference in 2013 in Istanbul, Turkey.

In May a Teacher Training conference will be organised in Graz, Austria.
The theme is Visual Profile – the application and adaptation of the International Classification of Functioning, disability and health (WHO-ICF) in rehabilitation, care and education of people with visual impairment.

In October the fifth international conference for East European countries will take place in Baku, Azerbaijan. The theme will be Inclusion.

Very gratifying news is that in September the University of Groningen, the Netherlands, will start with the International Masters degree for Research in Visual Impairment.

This one year programme is meant for professionals in Education, Care and 
Rehabilitation of people with visual impairment and/or people with a combination of intellectual disabilities and visual impairment.

Members of ICEVI-Europe, from several countries, assisted in the organisation of this Masters course.

At the first board meeting in 2011 the board will reflect on its position and plans for the future in the expectation of playing a more proactive role, hopefully in close cooperation with MDVI Euronet, Enviter and EBU.
Members of the Board as of December 31st 2010
Mr. Hans Welling, chairman e-mail: hw at icevi-europe.org  
Mr. Peter Rodney, vice chairman, representing the Baltic and Nordic countries 

e-mail: pr at icevi-europe.org 
Mr. Eberhard Fuchs, treasurer and past chairman e-mail: ef at icevi-europe.org
Mrs. Mary Lee, secretary, representing the English speaking countries 

e-mail: ml at icevi-europe.org
Mr. Dieter Feser, representing the German and Dutch speaking countries

e-mail: dieter.feser at nikolauspflege.de 
Temporary replacement of the vacancy

Mr. Francis Boé and Mrs. Mira Goldschmidt, representing the French speaking countries francis.boe@free.fr  miragoldschmidt@gmail.com 

Mrs. Terezie Hradilkova, representing the Central European countries

e-mail: th at icevi-europe.org
Mrs.  Ana Isabel Ruiz Lópes, representing the Southern European countries

e-mail: airl at icevi-europe.org
Mrs. Liliya Plastunova, representing the Eastern European countries

e-mail: lp at icevi-europe.org
Mrs. Betty Leotsakou, representing the Balkan countries

e-mail: bl at icevi-europe.org
ICEVI-SUBREGIONS of Europe

Baltic and Nordic Countries

· Denmark  Peter Rodney e-mail: pr at ibos.dk, pr at icevi-europe.org
· Estonia Mrs Anne Koiv e-mail: annekoiv at hot.ee
· Finland Mrs Tarja Hännikäinen E-mail: tarja.hannikainen at jynok.fi
· Iceland Mrs Huld Magnúsdóttir e-mail: huld at midstod.is
· Latvia Mrs Ligita Geida e-mail: ligitageida at apollo.lv
· Lithuania Mrs Grita Strankauskiene e-mail: kaunosim at gmail.com or grita.stran at gmail.com
· Norway Mrs Toril Loe e-mail: toril.loe@statped.no
· Sweden Mr Anders Rönnbäck e-mail: anders.ronnback at spsm.se
English speaking Countries

· Ireland e-mail:  Mrs Audrey Farrelly audfar at hotmail.com
· United Kingdom e-mail: Mrs Nicola J. Crews MBE  nicola.crews at rnib.org.uk
Mr Steve McCall e mail: s.mccall@bham.ac.uk 
Mrs Janis Sugden e-mail: janis.sugden@ed.ac.uk 

· Israel Mrs Nurit Neustadt-Noy e-mail: nuritnoy at macam.ac.il
French speaking Countries

· Belgium Mrs Violaine Van Cutsem (French speaking) e-mail: violainevancutsem at hotmail.com
Mrs. Eliane Bonamie (German and Dutch speaking) e-mail: Eliane.bonamie at mpi-spermalie.be
· France  Mr Francis Boe-mail: francis.boe at free.fr  Mrs Marie Renée Hector e-mail: mrhector at noos.fr
Mrs Nathalie Lewi Dumont  e-mail: nathalielewi at gmail.com
· Luxembourg Frank Groben e-mail: frank.groben at idv.etat.lu
· Switzerland (francophone) Mrs. Isabelle MATHIS (French speaking) E-mail: cphv7 at bluewin.ch
Mr. Christian Niederhauser (German speaking) e-mail: c.niederhauser at blindenschule.ch
South European Countries

· Italy Mr Luciano Paschetta (Prof) e-mail: inter at uiciechi.it or l.paschetta at libero.it
Mrs Elisabeth Gitzl - region Südtirol (German speaking part of Italy) e-mail: elisabeth.gitzl@blindenzentrum.bz.it
· Malta Mrs Carmen Cascun e-mail: hkeller.sns@gov.mt
· Portugal Mrs Leonor Moniz-Pereira e-mail: lmpereira@fmh.utl.pt
· Spain Mrs Ana Isabel Ruiz Lópes e-mail: airl at once.es Mrs Elena Gastón Lópes e-mail: egl at once.es
· Andorra Mrs Mariona Carbonell del Castillo e-mail: mariona.carbonell at gmail.com, school: eensm at andorra.ad
· Monaco 

· San Marino

German and Dutch speaking Countries

· Austria Mrs Gerti Jaritz-Tschinkel e-mail: gerti.jaritz at bonusworld.at
· Belgium (Dutch speaking) Mrs. Eliane Bonamie (German and Dutch speaking) e-mail: Eliane.bonamie at mpi-spermalie.be
· Germany Dr. Elke Wagner, e-mail: elke.wagner@nikolauspflege.de
· The Netherlands Mrs. Carina Poels e-mail: carinapoels@visio.org

· Switzerland (German speaking)

· Lichtenstein 

Central European Countries

· Czech Republic Mrs Ema Gallová e-mail: ema.gallova at seznam.cz
· Hungary Mrs Krisztina Kovacs e-mail: kkovacs at barczi.elte.hu
· Poland Mrs Graszyna Walczak e-mail: grawal20 at wp.pl
· Slovak Republic Mrs Elena Mendelova e-mail: mendelova@fmph.uniba.sk
· Slovenia Damijana Dusak e-mail: damijana.dusak@guest.arnes.si
East European Countries

· Armenia Mr. Aleksan Aharonyan e-mail: specschool14 at yandex.ru
· Azerbaijan Mrs Yelena Filippova e-mail: ccp at aseurotel.com
· Belarus Mr Vladimir Gordeiko e-mail: gordeiko at tut.by
· Georgia 

· Kazakhstan Mrs Karlygash (Klara) Rakisheva e-mail: klara_help at mail.ru
· Moldova Larisa Celan E-mail: celanlarisa at moldovacc.md
· Russia Mrs Natalia Belyakova e-mail: belyakova.n at mail.ru or vlp_2004 at yahoo.com Mrs Irina Zarubina (Dr) e-mal: inzar at mail.ru
· Ukraine Mrs Evgeniya Synyova (Dr.) e-mail: ev_sineva at hotmail.com 
Mrs Vira Remazhevska (Ph.D.) e-mail: lewenia at hotmail.com
Balkan Countries

· Albania Mrs Tatjana Cadri e-mail: ramatina at adanet.net
· Bosnia and Herzegovina 

· Bulgaria Mr Vladimir Radoulov e-mail: radoulov at fnpp.uni-sofia.bg
· Croatia Mrs Marijana Konkoli Zdesic e-mail: marijana at malidom.hr
· Cyprus Andreas P. Hapoupis e-mail: varnavas at cytanet.com.cy
·  FYROM  Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Mrs Elena Hristova e-mail: hristova_e at yahoo.com
· Greece Mr. Vassilis Argyropoulos e-mail: vassargi@uth.gr
· Montenegro 

· Romania Mr Vasile Liviu Preda e-mail: vpreda@hiphi.ubbcluj.ro Mrs Andrea Hathazi e-mail: ahathazi at yahoo.com
· Turkey Mrs. HALE AKSUNA ERGENC (Assist. Prof. Dr.) e-mail: haleaksunaergenc at gmail.com, haleergenc at hotmail.com Mrs. Emine AYYILDIZ e-mail: ayyildizemine at yahoo.com Mrs. Songül Atasavun Uysal (PT, MsC) e-mail: songula at hacettepe.edu.tr
· Serbia Mrs. Aleksandra Grbovi e-mail: info@fasper.bg.ac.rs
Tajikistan

· Mr. Tengniev Kholmakhmad Аhmadovich e-mail: tbu-tajiknet at mail.ru
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