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Software is changing from client-based programmes to web-based applications. This applies not only to (educational) software in general but to those programmes developed specifically for use by visually impaired pupils. 
In a national project in the Netherlands, the specialist schools for the visually impaired haved worked together to develop software for two very basic educational themes: A touch-typing course and a visual training course, both as web-based applications.

These two educational themes form part of a wider project. The aforementioned programs are part of a web-portal containing a wealth of information related to the education and support of visually impaired pupils, students and their teachers. The idea behind this project is to share educational material, didactic information for teachers, and specialist computer programs for this target group.

Every special school for the visually impaired is developing educational material for a variety of school subjects, each (itinerant) teacher is implementing and recording didactical experiences and individual students and subject teachers save useful software tools for their own use. Most of the time the problem is that not only a minority of this material and experience is shared with other teachers and students. Some of these experiences are particularly valuable because of the rarity of some specific educational cases. For instance, there are not many blind students studying physics at university level in any given academic period. Sharing developed teaching material, methods and experience is very valuable and efficient in such a case. 
The present content of the portal is:
- School subject related didactic information for teachers

- School subject related lessons, courses and background information

- Accessible software tools like calculators, agendas, etc.
- Information about laws and regulations for schools concerning visually impaired pupils

- Aids used in education for visually impaired pupils and students

- A glossary of ophthalmic terms, eyes disorders and there implications for education
- Two educational programs
The two educational teaching programs are embedded in this portal: a touch-typing course and a visual training course.
Touch-typing course:

The touch-typing course is web-based and has full support for blind users. It consists of teaching the location of the keyboard keys, and typing characters, words and sentences. All exercises are presented clearly, displayed and spoken aloud by the system. There are keys for repeating a misunderstood character or word, and when the pupil is mistaken in a word-based exercise the system adapts by spelling the word letter-by-letter. All results are stored and available for the teacher. Its web-based format enables the pupil to practice anywhere and anytime, e.g. at school, in special classes, or at home etc. The application is self-standing i.e. there is no need to additional assistive software, such as a screen-reader or screen-enlarger.

Visual training courses

The visual training course is based upon the same software development as the aforementioned touch-typing course. The course is based on the outcome of a scientific research project and consists of the following modules for visual stimulation and the development of strategies for effective observation and perception: Colour alteration, animation alteration, shapes and figures, changing figures, equal figures, contrast, observation strategy, and detailed comparison. Results are stored in a database and made available for the teacher.

