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The development of communication represents an aspect of great importance in the education and intervention at children with multi-sensory impairment, deafblindness included. Creating opportunities and routines, developing sequential learning, increasing sensitivity and responsivity, using natural contexts, understanding the development of communication with the stages that must be followed in order to consolidate de skills that exist and form and develop new ones, that are more complex, creating an adequate learning environment are some of the aspects that the professionals must take into account when developing communication programmes. Symbolic communication represents an essential stage in the development of communication. Without this stage, the child cannot access information and understand that objects, events, persons are not just here and now, but can be represented as symbols and can be referred to in another context. Strategies of developing symbolic communication must be known by the professionals and by the parents so that the child is given consistent ressonse to hie/ her initiatives and specific form of communication. 

The workshop will be organised around this issue, and strategies of developing symbolic communication will be presented and discussed.
