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I represent Center "Speach computer for visually impaired people" at the Institute of Engineering Cybernetics by the Belarussian National Academy of  Sciences  in  Minsk.

Situation :

    For many years disabled people fought for rights to take an active part in life and have the access to education, culture. Gradually the situation changed and the start of such process became a great event which can not be mentioned. In 1898 the first school for the blind was founded where students gained practical skills and theoretical knowledge in a number of subjects. Some of the graduates kept on studying in the future: for instance Volchok was the first among the blind who got a higher education and later on he also became the first Chairman of the Belarusian Association of the visually handicapped.

Up to date more than 1000 visually impaired people have a higher education and 700 people out of above-mentioned figure work in accordance with their education. According to the research made by the Institute of expertise every year 2000 people of different age loose their eye-sight partially or completely for different reasons. In many cases this tragedy makes them reassess life and what they have already done or could do in future that's why it stimulates to act. In particular young people want to live on their own and make their own way in life in order to take a decent place in the society. 

Now days there is a tendency in Belarus that more and more young people with and without disabilities strive for getting a higher education understanding the importance and advantages of it. After finishing school visually impaired young people have several choices in Belarus.  First of all they can go to work at plants for the blind and partially-sighted or continue the education at colleges, institutes and universities. 

Now here are about 100 visually impaired students in Belarus who study at different institutions of a higher education where they get degree in linguistics, journalism, psychology, economics music, defectology and so on.

Resources:

In 1993 the special preparatory department by the M i n s k State Training University was set up and there young people with disabilities are prepared for the entrance exams at some universities. In comparison with past time the number of desirers among visually impaired young people is increasing every year and the choice of professions has become more various. Some of graduates try to continue postgraduate studies and become   masters,  doctors.

         The computerisation among blind students is observed and at the Center "Speach computer for the Blind" students acquire proficiency in working with a computer which they use for their successful studies.

Problems:

At institutions of a higher education equipment is not available for blind students. The government does not assist them in buying special equipment which is necessary for studying and working that's why they depend on somebody's help. In Belarus there  are no books in Braille and large print containing academical materials.  Job opportunies are not numerous and after graduating from universities or institutes visually impaired can not find a well-paid and interesting job according to their education which they could put their  gained experience and knowledge into practice. 

The explanation of this situation is that employers do  not want to take responsibility for a disabled person and spend money on the creation of a working place that's why  the majority of the visually impaired works in the frame of the  Belarussian Association of the visually handicapped.

