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Statement of a problem

The problem of preparing of visually impaired persons for independent life is the main in the theory and practice of their education. There are several approaches to the solution of the problem. One of them is to define significant skills, abilities and individual qualities in independent life and organization of work on their formation (for example the ability to sense direction in space and easy to move, self-catering, communicate and etc.). Another one is connected with emphasis of new formations in the individual structure, which provide positive qualitative changes in his consciousness and behavior, and search the possibilities of psychological and pedagogical support in their formation and development (for example self-appraisal, self-regulation, readiness to be independent and etc.). Both approaches are important and should supplement each other. But on the theoretical as well as on the applied levels is noted a significant shortage of scientific and methodological elaborations on realization of approach oriented to individual formation development. We are working in this problem sphere and in our speech we will talk about new possibilities in training of visually impaired pupils for independent life, through development of such personal formation as the system of valuable orientations. Submitted to your attention materials are the summary of results of scientific researches and practice in teaching and educational organizations.

System of valuable orientation and its role in individual development

Under the notion of “valuable orientations” (VO) we understand a valuable attitude of a person to objective values expressing as necessities in their realization and emotional experience which motivate the present and program the future.  VO is a subjective conception of values and attitudes that keep rather high level in human activity regulation structure. VO is represented in consciousness in determined hierarchy and organize a system. Just the system of valuable orientations plays a leading role in person’s behavior control, in providing his readiness to independence (in personal and professional sense) at a certain stage of development. Non-formation of separate valuable orientations, luck of their clear organization in the system promotes other forms of control to be the first and foremost (automatism, habits and patterns), that leads to individual activity decreasing, breach of his productive activity and behavior destabilization in all.

Defectology provisions about common conformities to development of a person with and without infringements of vision let us state that under conditions of sight deprivation the system of valuable orientations fulfill the same function. It means that the state of this individual formation will greatly define the attitude of visually impaired persons to themselves and surroundings, direction of their activity, the level and reality of their claims and living plans.

How is the system of valuable orientations of a person formed?

Person forms valuable orientations with help of progressive possession of surrounding values: common to all mankind, defined by social and cultural community, a specific group. By their content, all of them are traditionally divided on values reflecting basic spheres of human vital activity, conditions of it and also individual attitude to himself and other people. Values possessed by a person make individual system of VO characterized with such indices as volume (quantity of VO), direction (content of VO), differentiation (value division on more or less significant). 

The system of valuable orientations is not a single-use invention, but the result of complex activity, which includes social value cognition, taking their individual importance through emotional experience, making a subjective value hierarchy, valuable relation possession. The system of valuable orientation creates during the whole life. But, according to modern scientific data this process is the most intensive in senior school age (15 – 17). That’s why aimed psychological and pedagogical support of senior pupils VO development is required. 

Is it right to use identical approaches in developing the system of valuable orientations of normal and visually impaired senior pupils?

To answer the question we have made a comparative investigation of this individual formation development among normal and visually impaired senior pupils. Its results are the following: presence of heavy visual pathology doesn’t limit the potential possibility to develop the system of valuable orientations. But against a common background there are certain peculiarities among visually impaired ones. At the level of VO system revealed: decreasing of its volume (valuable orientations are less than among normal ones), one-sided development (values of one group prevail), weak differentiation (difficulties while determining more and less significant values), low dynamics of development. At the level of separate valuable orientations noticed: lagging behind in the development of all structure components of that education (cognitive, emotional, behavior), break of connection between separate components, lack of expressed dynamics in development. So, we used to observe very often how underdevelopment of separate valuable orientations inhibits visually impaired pupils’ VO functional system formation.

Reason analysis of the phenomenon shows that: on the one hand it is the consequence of social deprivation of pupils, on the other – is the result of their insufficient formation of ways and methods to reflect valuable reality. In this connection, it is not right to speak about entire identity of pedagogical work on developing the system of valuable orientations of normal and visually impaired ones. In the last case a special corrective support is required, which stimulate and riche the experience of visually impaired pupils to interact with social valuable and regulating system.

How to provide the valuable orientations development of visually impaired senior pupils?

Comparison of information about conformity of valuable orientation development and peculiarities revealing under condition of visual deprivation allows us to define the content of corrective support of the question under review. This support presupposes: 1) inclusion of visually impaired senior pupils into specially organized activity on valuable reality possession; 2) special compensatory abilities development assisting pupils to normalize interaction with the system of social values.

Educational and cognitive activity is considered to be the leading one providing the development of senior pupils’ system of VO. The following arguments are in its favour: it is the main in senior school age (children need in theorizing and philosophizing at this period of time); it allows to represent information about values in the most systemized way; it is a good basis for organizing cooperation and communication. Main corrective and pedagogical effect is reached because of specific organization of this activity. It is satiated with situations demanding the usage of receiving knowledge not in one, but in complex functions: recognition of objective values, their estimation from the point of view of individual significance, choice, prediction and planning of behavior according to the choice. Specific compensatory abilities help schoolchildren to realize practically above-mentioned functions. We have picked out three groups of such abilities: cognitive, estimating and predictive (Fig. 1). Be able to use these abilities – is a compulsory condition of normalizing the reflection process, possession and turning the objective values into the system of VO. 

Fig. 1 Compensatory ability groups
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· ability to analyze, compare and generalize information about values

· ability to make connections and relations between  separate elements of information about values and knowledge from own experience
· ability to determine the content, power and modality of own and other people emotional experience

· ability to give common non-differentiated estimation of objects that have social value status 

· ability to define the reasons of having experience and estimate the objects from the point of view of individual significance 
· ability to choose actions reflected valuable relation to the objects

·  ability to systemize and join them into certain behavior algorithms

· ability to make substantiated activity plan oriented to one or another value and predict its possible results  

The model of corrective and educational work on the system of valuable orientation development of visually impaired senior pupils

Data about peculiarities of VO system formation under condition of visual deprivation and the ways of prevailing them let us create the model of corrective and educational work. This model is a pedagogical provision of the process of appropriation of values common to all mankind by visually improper pupils and transformation of them into VO system. Stages of interactions between a teacher and pupils are reflected in the model, its aims and content. In proposed model the whole corrective and educational work is split into five stages (Fig. 2)

Fig. 2 Stages of corrective and educational work on development 
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Their successive realization let every pupil go through the way from arising the interest to the problem of values common to all mankind to practical realization of his own valuable orientations in behavior.  Organization work within the model allows a teacher concentrate on the most problematic questions of VO system. Particularly, special attention is paid to subjective significance realization of social values, because just this process provides separate valuable orientation formation and their unification in the system. It is necessary to mention that all the stages of corrective and educational work go against the background of specially organized activity and at every stage compensatory abilities are provided for possession. So, the use of the model allows receive certain corrective effect and prevent appearance of negative peculiarities in the valuable orientation system development process of visually impaired senior pupils.

Development program of valuable orientation system of senior pupils

Proposed model of corrective and educational work can be implemented at generally educational lessons, special corrective studies as well as in the process of out-of-school activities of pupils. By the way, corrective studies play the leading role. Just at this studies visually impaired senior pupils form the algorithm of reflection and possession of the values common to all mankind.

Special programs regulate work at corrective studies. We have worked out programs on development of the system of valuable orientations for visually impaired senior pupils (X – XI classes). Xth class program has the aim to help children to possess common to all mankind values defining human’s attitude to himself and to other people, and stimulate the process of their individual self-determination at this basis.  In the program is represented the work on such values as goodness, beauty, independence, confidence, public recognition, friendship, love and etc. XIth class program let pupils deep into valuable reality that characterize main spheres and a condition of human’s vital activities. It provides an individual a possibility to form clear understanding about his necessities, interests preferences and stimulates the process of their social as well as professional self-determination at this basis. The central part in the program occupies questions of labour value, cognition, public and leisure activities, nature, material wealth and health. There is a succession between these programs. That’s why possibility of development of the functional system of valuable orientations for visually impaired senior pupils becomes more real with the successive work on every program. 

The results of educational experiment have shown: programs on development of the system of valuable orientations are interesting to visually impaired senior pupils and are very productive in preparing them to independent life. Children passed the study have more real behavior, prospects and plans for life, more insistent in reaching them. 

So, we consider the organization of corrective and educational work on development of the system of valuable orientations with use of our model to be a way assisting visually impaired ones to prove themselves as independent individual, subjects of vital activity. 
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