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Introduction

The aims of this European Education Project are:

· To promote and increase European awareness through the implementation of a European dimension into the curriculum of the schools;

· To promote knowledge and understanding of the 3 nations;

· To encourage direct links between pupils of the 3 nations;

· To improve staff development by providing opportunities to visit partner schools in order to share good practice in the field of the education of pupils with visual impairments.

The expected outcomes of the project are:

· Production and publication of a booklet detailing the activities undertaken in the 3 schools;

· Production of a joint Internet web site;

· Production of a joint video;

· A contribution to the European Conference on Visual Impairment, Krakow 
8-13 July 2000.

· Dissemination and recording of good practice between teachers of pupils with visual impairments.

Members of Partnership



Co-ordinating School

Royal Blind School
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Edinburgh
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Scotland

Participating Schools

Gymnazium a obchodni akademie pro zrakove postinzenou mladez

Radlicka 115

158 00 Praha 5

Czech Republic
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Implementation of Project 1998-1999

Autumn Term 1998

1 Prepare written schedule of pupil activities agreed by all 3 schools.

2 Contact to be made by staff through the exchange of résumés.

3 Establish contact by pupils through pen pal scheme.

4 Produce and exchange videos produced by the schools to encourage links between staff.

5 Exchange information relating to the cultural development of each nation to support work in partner schools.

6 Prepare units of work for use in school that introduce a European dimension into the curriculum inline with the overall aims of the project and the Comenius Action.

Spring Term 1999 

1 Implement subject based units of work.

2 Continuation and development of pupil links.

3 Visit of staff from Royal Blind School to High School for the Visually Impaired in Prague to deliver unit of work related to Scottish cultural heritage.

4 Visit of staff from Royal Blind School to School for the Visually Impaired and Blind in Neukloster to establish working relationship, deliver lessons on Scottish culture and explore ways in which the multi-disabled visually impaired units of both schools can be incorporated into existing EEP. 

5 Introduction to German and Czech cuisine through ‘European Food Days’ in dining room. 

6 Prepare for interim evaluation at the end of term.

Summer Term 1999 

1 Completion of Year One activities introducing a European dimension into the curriculum.

2 Royal Blind School receives staff from Neukloster MDVI Unit for the purpose of sharing good practice between schools.

3 Royal Blind School receives staff from Prague school with the aim of delivering a unit of work on Czech cultural heritage to pupils.

4 Development of Internet web site and booklet detailing activities undertaken as part of EEP.

Duration of Project

1 Ensure a regular display of work received from Prague and Neukloster is posted in the Royal Blind School foyer.

2 Provide regular feedback of progress of project to Royal Blind School staff via staff meetings and a newsletter for parents.

Joint Project Work Completed To Date

1 Establishing Links Between Partner Schools


I. Production and exchange of videos introducing the life and work of all partner schools.

II. Exchange teacher résumés detailing experience and interests of teachers committed to the project and outlining what they hope to achieve from their participation.

III. Establish pen pal links between pupils in partner schools.

2  Cross-Curricular Activities

I. Learning about different cultures through cuisine: production of a joint recipe booklet featuring recipes from all 3 nations.

II. Learning about different cultures through religious festivals: pupils exchanging written work explaining how Christmas and Easter are celebrated in their own country.  Work supported by the exchange of additional material including recordings of favourite traditional and contemporary Christmas music (Royal Blind School), Easter Egg painting kits (Neukloster) and Easter recipes (Prague).
III. Learning about different cultures through dance: video recording of traditional Scottish dance, performed by pupils and staff of the Royal Blind School, forwarded to partner schools along with recordings of Scottish dance music.
IV. Video recording of contemporary dance and music received from Neukloster.
3 Supporting Work of Partner Schools

Robert Burns: Production of pamphlet outlining a traditional Burns Supper including recordings of poems and songs performed by pupils of the Royal Blind School.  Video of Burns Supper also produced.

4 Introducing a European Dimension into Personal and Social Education
Citizenship in Europe: S4-S6 (15-18 year) pupils completing a unit of work which explores how ‘we’ in Scotland perceive other Europeans including the German and Czech Nations and how we are perceived in turn.  Pupils have examined false stereotypes compared to genuine national cultural characteristics.  An interview with a German national living in Scotland will be used to reinforce the discussion.


Activities Scheduled to Take Place This Session

5  Implementation of Units of Work By Subject Area

I. English and Modern Languages: 

Joint project exploring German folk tales, stories and poems.

II. Art and Drama:

a) Puppet Making - Two classes involved in designing and making puppets used in the telling of Czech folk tales.  The Drama teacher will write short plays for these puppets based on Czech folk tales and legends already studied in drama - including ‘Golen’ the mythical guardian of the Jewish Cemetery in Prague.

b) Architectural Study - Complementing on existing unit of work which includes the man-made environment of Edinburgh, a comparison and contrast study of the architecture of Prague will be included which will introduce terminology such as Baroque and Gothic.

III. Home Economics:


a) S2 Unit - ‘Travel Treats’: - An introduction to the culinary delights of Czech Republic and Germany.  This will take the form of a discussion of diet and traditional dishes of each country and pupils will have the opportunity to try out dishes.

b) S5-S6 Unit - ‘International Cookery’: - A particular emphasis on Europe and specifically the Czech Republic and Germany, including a comparison of the eating habits of young people in these country with our own.

c) Recipe Book: - Compilation of Scottish and German recipes from staff and pupils to add to those already received from Czech Republic.

d) School Lunches: - Discussions have begun with Housekeeper regarding content of special school lunches that will feature Czech and German dishes.

IV. History and Modern Studies:


a) S1-S2 Unit on Europe: - 6-8 week block with key content of: - What is the European Union; The History of the European Union; How the European Union Works; The Future of the European Union.  Pupils will contact a local MEP to find out what he/she does and will meet with a student who has participated in the Erasmus Scheme in Germany.

b) S3-S4 Standard Grade History: - Conflict and Co-operation topic and Germany between the wars.  Following conclusion of exams in May, an additional unit of work focusing on German reunification will be undertaken.  This work will be supported by writings of the staff of the partner school in Neukloster who are currently recording their personal feelings and experiences of what they call ‘The Big Change’.

c) S5-S6 Higher History: - Growth of Nationalism and the Road to War.  Following conclusion of the exams, an additional unit on Nationalism in the 3 countries will be taught.  This will draw on the recent developments of all 3 countries; The ‘Velvet’ Revolution; German Reunification; Constitutional Change in Scotland.

V. Personal and Social Education:


An examination of the role of Government including a comparison of the different systems used in each of the 3 countries.  In addition, the role of the EU will be investigated including a role-play including someone who is unwilling to vote in the European Elections.

VI. Music and Dance:


An investigation into the musical and dance heritage of the 3 nations including the different folk dances, songs and the music of religious festivals.

6 Other

Web site: 

Initial planning and development of web site for project which will be used as part of the dissemination process for the project.

Meeting with Partners

1. 6-14 February 1999: 
High School for the Visually Impaired, Prague.

Aine Murphy (Drama) and Margaret Simpson (Art).

For a complete description of the work undertaken during this visit, please refer to Appendix One.

2. 20-24 February 1999: 
Landesschule Fur Blinde Sehbehinderte, Neukloster

Rob Jones (EEP Co-ordinator) and Isobel Thackrey (Modern Languages).

Given the diversity that is associated with visual impairment and the level of learning difficulties that often accompanies the disability, it was deemed necessary by the management of the Royal Blind School that a visit to our second partner school in Neukloster be undertaken at an early opportunity.  This first visit provided the opportunity to learn about the similarities and differences between the schools including the curriculum, pupil population, methodologies employed, assessment procedures and inclusion policies.  Working relationships between staff taking part and colleagues in Germany were cemented.

The visit also provided the Royal Blind School staff with an opportunity to contribute to the work of the German partner school with lessons, delivered in ‘Current Political Changes in Scotland’ and ‘The Life of Robert Burns’.

3. 18-25 May 1999: 
Landesschule Fur Blinde Und Sehbehinderte, Neukloster

Judith Dean (Music) and Wilma Henderson (Dance and PE)

To deliver a unit of work on Scottish dance and music and gather information and resources to support work in home school.  In addition, there will be the opportunity to exchange ideas and methods of teaching music and dance to pupils with visual impairments.

4. Hosting of Visits:  

The Royal Blind School will host 2 visits in May 1999.  Two teachers from Prague will visit the secondary department of the Royal Blind School and work with the pupils in their study of Czech folk tales.  In addition one teacher from Neukloster will visit the MDVI Unit to learn about methodologies employed in the teaching of pupils with visual impairments with profound additional learning difficulties.

(Note: Duration of Visits: Though we are fully aware of the EU regulations regarding the length of visits abroad, we sadly cannot extend our stay over 2 weeks.  The staff of the participating schools deal with pupils with very special needs, which makes it impossible to find cover with the necessary expertise.)

Study Visits Completed

20-24 February 1999: 

Landesschule fur Blinde und Sehbehinderte, Neukloster

Mr Iain Prain (Head of Multi-Disability Visually Impaired Unit)

Objectives of Visit:

1 Establish common frames of reference for future dialogue.

2 Observe the working and structure of the Neukloster MDVI Unit.

3 Compare and contrast the Curriculum context, structure and delivery.

4 Establish a working relationship as a basis for future co-operation and development of MDVI provision.
Explore ways in which the existing EEP can be incorporated into the MDVI curriculum.

5 General Benefits Accrued

1 The enrichment of the existing curriculum to include an increased European dimension.


2 Creation of opportunities for pupils to gain a stronger sense of European Citizenship


3 Increased pupil self-esteem through participation in pen pal scheme along with new 
opportunities for friendships to develop between pupils of different nations.


4 Improved staff development and training provision by enabling staff to learn about different methodologies employed in the teaching of pupils with visual impairments.

5 The creation of opportunities for teachers to communicate with colleagues working in a similarly specialised field of education provision.


6 The acquisition of new teaching skills by providing staff with the chance to work in a different teaching environment in a foreign country.

General Difficulties Incurred

1 The lack of ICT equipment in partner schools, especially e-mail facilities, has impaired the speed and quantity of communication between schools.



2 Difficulties encountered in being able to release highly specialised staff from schools to enable them to participate in exchanges.  Most teachers in all the schools work in one-person departments and therefore it is impractical to release teachers to participate in an exchange as defined in the Comenius Action guidelines.
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