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OFTALMOPAEDIA

     Oftalmopaedia is a title for a complex subject concentrating on education of the visually impaired individuals. As that it is tought at the Department of Special Education at Masaryk University in the Czech Republic. After a short introduction of the department I will go through the syllabus of the oftalmopaedia more detailed. 

     Department of Special Education at Masaryk University Brno was established in 1994. The call for stablishing this department was urged by students, professionals and other public. Following ideas of including persons with special needs the department is aimed at preparing special teachers and counsellors working within the field of special education or regular settings.

     The department has a team of lecturers who are specialized in certain disciplines of special education. The disciplines follow:

     Pedagogigacal diagnostics, Social pathology, Patopsychology, Counselling in special education, Education of the physically disabled (Somatopaedia), Education of the emotionally disturbed (Etopaedia), Education of the visually impaired (Oftalmopaedia), Education of the children with learning disabilities, Speechtherapy and communication disorders education (Logopaedia), Education of the hearing impaired (Surdopaedia), Education of the mentally retarded (Psychopaedia).

     All the mentioned disciplines are tought within specific teachers´ courses at Faculty of Education. The courses given at the department of special education may be offered both to secondary school graduates and university (polytechnic) graduates. 

The courses may be divided into two main groups: daily courses of special education and distant courses of special education.

Daily courses of special education

· course of special education in combination with another majos subject (mathematics, German, English, French, arts, physical education, technical works), 8-10 terms long ending with qualification of Magister

· course of special education for students studying primary school education, 8 terms long specialization

· course of Inclusive special education given to all teachers´ courses at Faculty of Education and Faculty of Natural Science at Masaryk Unversity, 1 term long

Distant courses of special education

· specialized course of special education ending with qualification of Magister degree, 

      10 terms long course

· specialized course of special education ending with qualification of Bachelor degree, 

terms long

· extended course of special education for teachers and other tertiary education graduates,

6 terms long 

     Oftalmopaedia as a subject is offered through all above mentioned courses. First as a part of the complex special education subject, second as a specialization chosen by students.

A new third unit starts to be given nowadays and that is an oftalmopedic view on multihandicaps. 

     The syllabus of Oftalmopaedia at the department of special education in Brno includes many of different fields of VI education:

· history of VI education in Europe and the Czech republic

· oftalmology, development of visual perception, psychomotor development, sensory deprivation

· diagnostics of visual functions, diagnostics of multihandicaps, cognitive functions in individual with a mental and a visual impairment

· Early intervention – legislature, forms and methods used in early intervention, family and its role in raising a VI child

· preschool age, special and integrative kindergartens, the care system of VIMI children

· binocular vision and its pathology, the oftalmologic clinic in Brno, orthoptics-pleoptics

· school age, Braille writing, writing of the partially sighted, writing and reading devices, basics of work with PC for VI, secondary school age, education of VI in regular settings

· resource centre

· adolescence and adulthood of VI, blindness in later age, support services for VI adults, requalification centres, organization for VI persons

· special educational care for persons in postproductive age, orientation and mobility, arttherapy, vocational therapy

· international organizations and associations for VI persons, professional magazines

· practising at special or integrated schools

The latest improving step in teaching oftalmopaedia has come out of a Leonardo da Vinci project „Improvement of the Access to Education and Employment of People with Special Needs“. The partners participating in it are the Department of Special Education in Brno, Computer Centre for People with Disabilities /CCPD/ from London, secondary medical school from Lithuania and a Teachers´ Training College from Norway.

As an outcome this project sets up a training computer centre at the Department of Special Education in Brno and is aimed at two target groups:

· regular undergraduate students who will gather basic knowledge about various information technology and software used by any disabled persons (mostly students studying specialization Oftalmopaedia)

· disabled undergraduate students themselves (at the moment three blind students and one partially sighted student) whose number is positively increasing at the faculty and the department. In spite of having their own computers they may experience better access to IT innovations right at the unversity and so co-operate with other students

Oftalmopaedia has a lot to give to students but also has a lot to get improved. We hope to get comments from you all about the ways how to do it. Thank you.
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