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 Toys as a material 


for assessment and developing of visual functions 


and saved sensor systems





     All of specialists working with visually impaired children know that the basics of successful development of blind and partially sighted children are early diagnostics of visual impairment and work on developing of saved sensor systems. It is shown by different already existed tests that the evaluation of visually impaired children is more effective if toys are used as a test material, because they are most interesting and understandable for kids. The same we can say about material for training of saved sensor systems.


     Of course every specialist who works with visually impaired children will find material for both assessment and training in everyday environment, and that will be most successful choice, because that will be most functional environment. How child is performing in his daily tasks is what we have to know when starting to work on developing of saved sensor systems. Evaluation of situation in our country showed that there are many cases when results of ophthalmologic assessment doesn’t show the real condition of functional vision of visually impaired children. The experience of early intervention and work of pedagogues of children with visual disabilities as vision consultants is very recent in our country. Just from 1997 we have started to work as a Training Center for Blind and Visually Impaired Children. Nevertheless we have met cases when medical information shows that there is no indices of any visual functions. Parents work with their child like with blind. But after evaluation in their home environment with specially selected materials we can find good light perception with discrimination of shadows or even good vision of colors or forms. These results let us plan our further work with child according to his real visual abilities. We have realized how important and necessary this work is.


   In our country very actual is question of preparing of specialists who are working with visually impaired children to be ready to assess functional possibilities of vision and to work on developing of visual functions and other saved sensor systems of visually impaired and multihandicapped children. Since main part of specialists in the field of visual impairment is working in our School - Training Center, we have assumed the responsibility to prepare other specialists that are connected to work with children with visual disabilities. 


   This is why we started Project of preparing of different toys for assessment and development of visual functions and other sensor systems in collaboration with domestic company that is producing toys directed to children’ mental and physical development.


    I still am agree that the best for evaluation and purposeful work with kids is home environment, but new and interesting things are more attractive, and can encourage children to show their best. Such special set of toys with description psychologically will be more attractive also for specialists who will work with that and will motivate them to acquire faster general and special knowledge that is necessary.


   When we started to work on our project, director of that company knew nothing about work with visually impaired children. But all of us know that every thing (just maybe some of them with some modifications) can be used in the lessons of children with visual disabilities. This is why many of toys that already were produced we could include in our Project. For others we made drawings and they were made specially. I have to say that idea for these toys were token from different already existed tests and toys, and we do not pretend to be an explorers. Some of them we tried to think up, but if somebody will find out his idea, we will agree with him. I consider that the great value of our toys is material. They are made from pure wood. This is why every thing is very pleasant to touch, to smell and to see because of very bright colors they are painted. All of toys are using with educational purposes. And also they are very durable in using.


  Our Project is still in motion; we are still working on that and have very much to do. For now we can divide all of our toys in some groups:





1) Toys for assessment and developing of different visual functions (also useful as a different games)  


set of colored balls with stick for assessment of visual fields, concentrating and shifting of gaze and following;


boards with pinholes and lines for assessment of concentrating  and following skills of the gaze and coordination of eye – hand movements;


set of colored geometric forms to assess color vision and discrimination of forms;


set of colored eggs to assess color vision; 


set of colored blocks to assess perception of different sizes.





2) Toys for developing of different visual functions (also useful all toys of the first group)


set of  “well – known” things: universal in using for introducing of children with different things in pictures, teaching to recognize these things in silhouette, developing of coordination of eye – hand movements, developing of fine motor skills; 


blocks in different color tones;


different mosaics (to develop color and color tones’ perception, perception of space, visual closure, visual attention, visual tracing skills);


 inserting forms and pictures;


 “Ladybirds” – set of figures of beetles to develop sense of size;


Dominos for developing of color perception. 





3) Toys for developing of different visual functions, touching sense, coordination of eye – hand movements, fine motor skills (hands’ work is involved in using all of these toys)  


Dominos: colors and forms in relief (possible to use for blind children and children with color perception);


different pyramids (also with some special tasks);


colored beads,  


play “Caterpillar” for developing of color perception, fine motor skills.





4) Toys for developing of saved sensor systems (can be used directly and included in lessons and different plays thereby making them more interesting and attractive)


relief figures for comparison;


sorting material (also colored to use saved color vision);


joining geometric figures;


sounded boxes;


boxes with different flavors;


blocks with different textures.





   There are much more things then I could show you are produced already, but we will continue our work on improvement and arranging of them so that our teachers could own really valuable material to work with visually impaired children. 


 








