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Project
The work started as a project in Örebro In the spring of 1991 at SPRIDA. SPRIDA is a centre for augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) attached to the County Council of Örebro, Sweden. SPRIDA has developed a communication software ”STRUKTUR” (Structure) in co-operation with Ekeskolan (Sweden), special school for pupils with low vision, and Tambartun Resource Centre (Norway). 

SPRIDA, got a request from a low vision clinic, about trying out a communication aid. This visual aid was meant for a boy suffering from a degenerative disease, called Batten’s disease. 

Our visual aid analysis showed that there was no appropriate aid, due to the specified needs in this case. We decided to try to develop flexible PC software. We wanted to be able to use the software in school from the beginning, using a desktop computer, along with suitable add-on equipment. The software should have such a simple command structures that it would also work as a communication aid in the final stage of the disease. This time using a laptop computer and the same add-on equipment as was used in school in the earlier stage. 

Work in this matter required much more of SPRIDA´s resources than evaluations and try-outs normally did. Therefore, we applied for funds from the Swedish Handicap Institute to be able to complete our intentions and our work with the boy. We obtained funds, and from February 1992 and on, we worked on this as a project. In 1995 it was time for a new funds, this time from the Socialstyrelsen in Sweden and between 1996 - 1998 we got funds from KK-stiftelsen in Sweden. All the time is the projects administered by Ekeskolan. Since 1999 is the work with STRUKTUR involved in the regular work with the group with Batten’s disease.

During the projects we also informed Denmark, Norway and Finland. Soon Norway and we started to cooperate developing STRUKTUR a little bit more out of their thoughts and ideas. We have now worked together for five years and learned a lot from each other’s experiences.

ST

STRUKTUR uses together with a portable computer, with built-in sound for digitalized sound and for text-to-speech conversion. The device is manoeuvred by five switches. 

STRUKTUR is presently used in two main ways with pupils suffering from Battens disease: As a technical aid and as a teaching aid. It is too early to make conclusions about the programme as a communication aid. We expect, however, within the coming years, that more knowledge about this aspect will be gained.

The implementation of data based aids provides new and innovative solutions, but also raises new problems. Work on the Structur project has made us aware of the need fore more research projects, especially about the pupils language capacity/level , in order to make the maximum use of the communication component of STRUKTUR. Further work should be carried out to increase competence related to this group, e.g. changes in the pupils language, development of motivational tasks and activities in STRUKTUR. 

In Sweden there are a total of 42 subjects suffering from this disease. About 20 are involved in the work, and experiences, from the users of this device, will be described and discussed. 

